Uke 


MAGA Zine. 


(Celebrating\the “ISLAND” Lifestyle 


Since 2001, Shag has designed over 25 Hawaiian shirts 
for clients as diverse as Disneyland, Trader Vic’s, Toes on 
The Nose and Tiki Oasis. These shirts, almost all of which 
were manufactured in extremely limited quantities, 
will be on display. Many will be available for sale. 


725 N Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs 
760.322.3400 * shagthestore.com 
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Vintage Tiki Couture & Rloha Wear 
Modern & Vintage Hawaiian Sewing Patterns 


WWW .mytiahsbazaar.com 
@B8- 707-2644 


From The 


I'd like to dedicate the Spring ‘11 
issue to the living memory of: 


Katherine “Tiki Kate” Simmons 
November 18, 1969 
to 
September 22, 2010 


If you've attended any Tiki 
events in Southern California in 
the last 10 years, there's a good 
chance you've met Katherine 
Simmons, better known as “Tiki 
Kate.’ This past September, the 
Tiki community lost a wonderful person who touched the lives of many 
of us. A certain school teacher who had the wild idea of starting a 
magazine (Tiki Magazine, you might have heard of it) was very 
appreciative of her encouragement and support. Rest in peace Kate, you 
remain forever in our hearts. 


Sass McClure 


“Tiki Kate.” 


Aloha, 


Welcome to the Spring ‘11 issue of Tiki Magazine. It feels good to be back 
after a short hiatus. This is our first issue since the Summer ‘10 issue. I'd 
personally like to thank all of the readers, subscribers, advertisers, retailers 
and fans of the magazine for their patience in 2010. As Tiki season kicks 
off, we're ready to bring the Island Lifestyle to you. We start off with a 
feature on cover artist Sam Gambino. The Alabama-based artist by way 
of Detroit is one of top low brow artists around. Holden Westland gives 
us a closer look. 


Some of the features included in this issue are a feature on our Tiki 
Pioneer Walt Disney; San Francisco-based Lounge/Exotica band Project: 
Pimento, New York's Otto’s Shrunken Head, San Diego's Tiki Superstore 
Mainlanders and much, much more. 


As Tiki season kicks off, look for us at our magazine release party at 
Bahooka in Rosemead, CA on April 10th, Mojave Oasis in Newberry 
Springs, CA on April 15th, the Tiki Ti’s 50th anniversary in Hollywood on 
April 30th, Tiki Caliente in Palm Springs, CA on May 20th, the Hukilau’s 
10th anniversary in Ft. Lauderdale, FL on June 10th and Ohana at the 
Lake in Lake George, NY on June 23rd. So, let us put you in the island 
state of mind as we head into summer. We will back this summer with 
a cover by artist Tom “Thor” Thordarson that will highlight our feature 
story Tiki in Comics. You won't want to miss it. 


Mahalo, 


Nick 
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Tiki Corner 12 part 1 
Photos Courtesy Tikimania.com 


As an artist, the personal fulfillment in a piece is the creation of something 
new. The act of creation is the power, the elixir, which is so alluring. In 
past articles, I've laid out many characteristics of my thought process and 
eventual style development. I've defended those unique attributes | hold 
as my own. Defining exclusive aspects in a very specific genre such as Tiki 
Style, or tiki carvings, is a daunting task. But this is why there is a personal 
importance for me to claim distinguishing components to my body of work. 


| believe I've made a stand here at the corner. And | am glad | have. | took 
two lengthy articles to describe the creation of my signature piece, Tiki 
#13, “Keeper of the Charm” 1998. | admit that my self-pronounced genius 
of a concept had in fact been explored by other 
artists previously unknown to me. However, my 
changesto the classictikiform andits characteristic 
features were substantial in this piece. Indeed, 
| used Tiki #13 on promotional items for Crazy 
Al's Bone Productions and on the front page of 
the Tikimania.com Tiki-Gallery. It was not of much 
surprise when | got several calls in one week 
exclaiming, “Someone's ripping you off!” or 
“Congratulations!” 


The calls did actually startle me and gave me 
quite a bit of concern. It was apparent for some 
time that a company, Cabana Classics, local to 
Southern California, had been using my talents. 
They had taken my Tiki #13 design and created 
a “Tiki Table Top Fire Urn” to warm the hands 
and heart of patio goers on cool nights or what 
have you. If this company did not take my design, 
then they did such a great job at mimicking Tiki 
#13 that the first | became aware of it was in an 
email from Chicago on September 12th, 2008. 
“Why didn't you think of this??” was in the subject 
line from another long time tiki artist and friend, 
David Krys. He states, “After all, they took your 
tiki design......". with a link to an Ebay store web 
page displaying the ‘fire-urn’. | did not know 
whether to jump for joy in validation or pull on 
my beard hairs in grief. In some respect, though, 
| had been waiting ten or so years for this to 
happen. In 2002, | first decided to use this design 
in mass production with Tiki Farm as a ceramic 
mug. At that time | had copyrighted the image 
of Tiki #13 with the U.S. government. It and two 
other designs cost me in the order of $30 each 
to register. | knew my designs were unique and 
| wanted some sort of security before sending 
them abroad. So now what? It wasn’t long before 


The original Tiki No. 80 was created for the 
now-defunct and legendary Lucky Tiki in 
Mission Hills, CA. 


A sample of the Chinese-made flaming Tiki No. 13 imposter urn, flanked by the 
real deal--hand-painted “Keeper of the Charm” mugs. 


the second email came in from Las Vegas on October 7, 2008. 
“Somebody is ripping you off (I think)” came from Jason ‘Tiki 
Pug’ Smith, who has collected my work for many years. He 
states, “What's happening buddy? | came across this the other 
day and unless you have something to do with it, they are ripping 
you off” He added a link to a very savy web-store/fulfillment- 
house, Yardiac.com. There it was. It was my design...apparently. 


Validation? Cabana Classics saw fit to used the sacred clasped 

hands of my “Keeper of the Charm," Tiki-Budda look (respectfully 
misspelled). They even used the same color scheme as the 
natural wood of the original sculpture. | liked that they had the 
decency to keep that the same. My signature ‘sea-shell teeth’ 
were also very well rendered in this sculptural copy that was 
an excellent representation of my work. | needed to find out a 
little bit about this industrious company.| asked forthe assistance 
of Dave Cohen, an excellent sculptor/artist well known in the 
tiki community as ‘Squid’ Posing as a potential buyer, he used 
his own company, squidart.com to poke around and get some 
intel. He asked me, “Hey, is that other design yours, too?” That's 
when | learned that Cabana Classics had been extremely 
influenced by my sculpture Tiki #80, “Four Victories,” otherwise 
known as ‘The Lucky Tiki’ So much so were they infatuated with 
this design that they made it into a Tiki Torch garden statue as 
well as a Tiki-torch garden fountain. Here on these garden web 
storeswas#80withitsflamboyant holloweyes. Forconservation 
of space, this presentation of ‘Four Victories’ was holding only 
two skulls instead of four. However, once again the copy-cat 
company had the where-with-all not to change the natural 


Jonpaul Balak 


colors of my wooden sculpture and kept the integrity of the original 
art. Dave helped me acquire a sample of the flaming imposter 
Tiki #13 urn. It was made in China-- and very well at that. | had 
notions that if this company was up to the task, maybe they could 
make these with my permission. The search was on for more 
information and a lawyer that could strike a deal or strike fear. 


As | looked at my options, the calls started coming in from Home 
Depot kind of like a flood. The inquiries from fellow artist and 
fans of my work prompted a trip to my local home improvement 
store. | remember early in my career, in the late 90's, sending an 
email to Florida to Wayne Coombs of Mai Tiki, congratulating him 
on getting his tikis into SoCal Home Depots. His response was, 
‘Those aren't mine... they're coming from Mexico!” As | walked 
into a North San Diego County Home Depot, that memory lingered 
and stung as | saw another Tiki #13! But this time it appeared as 
a faux cement trash can! This ‘Grouch’ of a tiki was not as well 
executed as the ‘table top urn’. Fear started to enter the experience. 
Then, next to head high stacks of the cloned Tiki Urns, there it 
was, #80! Surrounded by potted plants the natural colors looked 
great and it was of a good size. But what was this? Hmmm? A 
pineapple, instead of the skulls, was cradled in the Lucky Tiki’s 
hands. Someone made the decision that pineapples were much 
more consumer friendly than severed heads. Oh man, | thought, 
| had better do something about these tikis in the corner-- of 
Home Depot! 


(To be continued) 


Cabana Classics' Tiki torch garden Imagine the shock of seeing your 
Statue version of Tiki No. 80, “Four work copied and available at a 
Victories” or “Lucky Tiki.” major home building supply chain? 
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A Tiki Kiliki Production a C, 


Join the Most Intimate Tiki Weekender in the World 


Experience Polynesia in America’s Vacationland 


This year's festivities include: 


» Our World Famous Tiki Treasures Bazaar hosting vendors from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
» The Hukilau 10th Anniversary Mug created by Kevin Kidney, made by Munktiki 
° An exclusive Jeff “Beachbum" Berry Rumposium featuring the Rum Rat Pack 
» Symposiums by author Phillip Roberts, Vintage Roadside and many more 

* Marina the Fire Eating Mermaid and an All-Tiki-Star lineup of entertainers 


« “A View of The South Pacific" a collection of Oceanic Art 
presented by The Hukilau & The Museum of Art, Ft. Lauderdale 


A “Tribute to the King" Room Crawl - showcasing rooms outfitted 
in décor from Elvis’ long list of feature films 


For More Information Visit Us at The Hukilau.com — ® 


WELCOME TO THE TRIBE... 

Tiki No The Hurricane Club 

4657 Lankersheim Blvd. 360 Park Ave S 

North Hollywood, CA New York City 

(818) 766-0116 thehurricaneclub.com 

Lai Kai Tiki Barge 

525 Broome St. 500 HarborView Dr 

New York City Baltimore, MD 

lanikainy.com tikibargebaltimore.com 
PAST... 


Courtesy Camille Shaheen 


Hawaii's Alfred Shaheen: Fabric to Fashion 

Exhibitions in California and Michigan Celebrate 

Aloha Wear Progenitor 

Lucky museum goers in San Jose, California and southeast Michigan 
are the only audiences in the U.S. thus far to have basked in the 
tropical glow of Hawaii's Alfred Shaheen: Fabric to Fashion, a stunning 
new retrospective of the iconic aloha wear progenitor and his 40-year 
output on the island of Oahu in the mid-20th century. 


Alfred Shaheen (1922-2008) wed technological innovation to socially 
responsible business practices while revitalizing Pacific Island and 
Asian textile traditions. His aloha wear, including eye-catching men's 


® 


short-sleeved shirts and stylish sun-dresses for women, went from 
treasured souvenir of a Hawaiian vacation to ubiquitous pop culture 
phenomenon. Elvis Presley sported a Shaheen shirt on the cover of 
his 1961 LP, the soundtrack to one of his most popular films, Blue 
Hawaii. 


Created by the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles in collaboration 
with Sha-heen's daughter Camille, the exhibition featured dozens 
of exquisite vintage garments and rare yards of uncut fabric as well 
as archival images, advertising, hang tags, even buttons. 


Following its run at the San Jose Museum May 18-August 8, 2010, 
the exhibition traveled to Dearborn, Michigan's Arab American 
National Museum - Shaheen was Lebanese American - where it 
earned rave reviews October 7, 2010-March 13, 2011. Attendees at 
the opening reception in Dearborn sported their own aloha wear 
and Neal Rubin, well known columnist for The Detroit News, wrote 
glowingly about the exhibition and his longtime personal devotion 
to Hawaiian shirts. Learn more at www.alfredshaheen.com. 


Tiki Farm 1Oth Anniversary Celebration 

Oct. 16, 2010 

La Luz de Jesus Gallery, Los Angeles 

On October 16th of last year, lowbrow art gallery extraordinaire La 
Luz de Jesus Gallery (located within the Soap Plant Wacko store in 
Los Angeles) hosted the highly anticipated 10-year exhibi-tion 
opening night party of world famous Tiki mug manufacturer, Tiki 
Farm. For those of you who attended the 2-week long exhibition, 
you were treated to what can 
only be described as “the single 
largest exhibition of Tiki mugs 
ever presented”. For those of 
you who weren't able to at-tend 
the exhibition, I'll do my best to 
take on the formidable task of 
recapping it here. 


On display was 1 of every item 
that Tiki Farm has manufactured 
to-date. That might sound a bit 
underwhelming but once inside 
the hallowed walls of the Soap 
Plant Wacko, you'd find the en- 
tire front gallery converted into 
a maze of Tiki mugs and Tiki 
Farm ephemera. Aside from “1 
of every item”, also on display 


"10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY: 


SHOW COMPENDIUM 


was a sampling of approx. 100 mugs of some of the “customization” 
jobs Tiki Farm's done over the years (think fired decals, re-tooled 
mugs to incorporate sculpted logos and hand-painted mugs by 
hobbyists for their home bar get togethers) and a jaw dropping 
display of well-over 100 one-of-a-kinds. What | personally enjoyed 
the most about the display though were all of the personal touches 
that were included. Strewn throughout the shelves were various 
items such as: Past Tiki Farm promotional items, event postcards, 
original sculpts & molds, magazine covers featuring Tiki Farm, vintage 
relevant Hawaiiana memorabilia from Tiki Farm founder Holden 
Westland's personal collection, original mug sketches and various 
Tiki Farm ancillary items (pendants, swizzle sticks, poker chips, etc.). 
The entire display was created with a chicken wire facade to drive 
home the whole “Farm” concept (and to keep out “curious” hands). 
The end caps of the 3 main display units featured very impressive 
8' Tall faux lava rock Tiki Gods designed & constructed by long time 
“friend of the Farm”, Marcus Pizzuti. If you looked hard & long 
enough, you might have even noticed the one display unit that 
housed a rubber chicken! 


The sheer magnitude of the display itself was very impressive and 
bordered on overwhelming. To house the massive body of work 
that Tiki Farm has created since their inception in 2000 was no 
simple feat. 3 double-sided 8' x 10' display units were centered in 


KODIAK OXOMTALO 


the gallery and the back wall of the gallery was outfitted with a single 
deep 8' x 12' display unit. When Holden was asked about the build- 
out, he told me that through the help of volunteers Ron Senso, John 
Cor-bid, Mike Caran, Jorge Iniguez & Tom Morgan, the total time spent 
on the actual construction, assembly and knock-down of the exhibition 
shelving was “well over 250 man hours”. As to the scale of the display, 
Holden told me “it provided just over 520 cubic feet of display area” 
and that my friends, houses approximately 1000 different Tiki Farm 
treasures. 


DJ Big Tiki Dude spun the tunes during the exhibition warm-up and 
early hours and then it was time for the rockin' sounds of the world 
famous surf band “The Dynotones"! Famous Tiki Farm concocted 
mai-tai's you may ask? Why yes indeed. In fact, over 40 gallons of 
complimentary mai-tai's were served to appreciative guests as well 
as a great feast of Hawaiian style pupu's. 


ONGOING... 


Tiki Tuesdays 
Bar Pink 
3829 30th St. 
San Diego, CA 
(619)564-7194 


Otto's Grotto (First Wednesday of the Month) 
Live Bands (2nd Thursdays) 

DJ Tanoa's Get With the Beat (3rd Thursdays) 
nternational Flight Lounge (Last Thursday) 
Tiki Central Wednesdays 

Forbidden Island 

Alameda, CA 

orbiddenislandalameda.com 


Primitiva in Hi-Fi Tuesdays 
Painkiller 

49 Essex St. 

New York 
painkillernyc.com 


Tiki Central All Night Happy Hour 
Last Thursday of the Month 
Trader Vic's, Emeryville 
tradervicsemeryville.com 


Tiki Central Wednesdays 

Aloha Fridays (First Drink 1/2 price for those wearing Aloha Shirts) 
FranKie's Tiki Room 

Las Vegas, NV 

frankiestikiroom.com 


NEWS (continued) 


An Evening in Shangri-La 
3rd Saturday of the Month 
Chef Shangri-La 
7930 W 26th St 

Riverside, IL 
(708)442-7080 


Wednesday Nights 
Tiki-Ti 

Los Angeles, CA 
tiki-ti.com 


Tiki Tuesdays 
Smuggler's Cove 
San Francisco, CA 
smugglerscovesf.com 


Happy "Tiki" Hours, 3-6PM 
Trader Vic's, LA Live 
Downtown Los Angeles, CA 
tradervicsla.com 


UPCOMING... 


LAKESIDE CAMPING AND LUAU GROUNDS 


Mojave Oasis: The Gathering 

April 15-17, 2011 

Newberry Springs, CA 

Mojaveoasis.com 

Ready for a new adventure in Tiki gatherings? Well look no further 
than the introduction of Mojave Oasis this April. This unique experience, 
the brainchild of lifelong Tiki fan Amy Boylan, will be a true answer 
to the prayers of those who have ever wanted to combine the love 
of the roughing it in the great outdoors and the passion for Tiki! The 
remote site in Newberry Springs, 20 mi northeast of Barstow, will 
offer lakeside camping, vintage trailer rentals, and the showers, toilets 
and electricity of a full-service campground. The opening “Gathering” 
event will feature the new Mermaid Lounge, DJ Jeff “Bigtikidude” 


© 
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Hanson, vintage movies, a carving area, a vending area, a trailer crawl, 
lake activities, live entertainment by The Smokin’ Menehunes featuring 
the legendary Bill Tapia, a full luau dinner with Hawaiian dancing, fire 
and pig ceremony, and an incredible Saturday night performance by 
The Tikiyaki Orchestra! Don't miss out on what is certain to be one of 
the greatest and most unique events of the year! 


Tiki-Ti 50th Anniversary 

April 28, 2011 

tiki-tiicom 

While they'll be celebrating all week long, the “official” 50th anniversary 
of the world-famous Tiki-Ti will most definitely bring out the Tiki royalty 
on April 28. 


Tiki Caliente III 

May 20-22, 2011 

Palm Springs, CA 

tiki-caliente.com 

From the Palm Springs mastermind that brought you Tiki Caliente 1 
and 2, “Wildsville Man” Rory Snyder, comes the 3rd and grandest 
installment yet! At press time the host hotel and individual wristbands 
are sold out, but there might be a chance to book at the Royal Sun 
before it's too late! This year's featured entertainment will include an 
astounding array of varied talent sure to suit Tiki tastes of all kinds 
including The Ding Dong Devils, The Hula Girls, Insect Surfers, The 
Smokin' Menehunes, The Tikiyaki Orchestra, and The Dynotones. If 
that's not enough, there will also be a limited-edition event mug, MC 
Crazy Al, DJ Bigtikidude, and, of course, all the top vendors selling tons 
of collectible Tiki swag! 


HuKilau 10 


June 9-12, 2011 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
thehuKilau.com S 
Not headingto Ft. Lauderdale 

this year for Hukilau? Are you @ 
crazy? Missing the 10th 
anniversary is absolutely NOT 
an option!!! Christie White 
has assembled one of the 
greatest lineups in Hukilau 
history! Celebrate the big 
1-0 with none other than 
Sven Kirsten, as he lectures 
on the collection of Oceanic 
Art at the Ft. Lauderdale 
Museum of Art. Join Jeff 
“Beachbum" Berry as he 
presents four of the world's 
leading authorities on rum, lan Burrell, Martin Cate, Wayne Curtis and 
Stephen Remsberg, as they celebrate Tiki's favorite spirit. Stare with 
wide eyes at the multimedia presentation of Philip Roberts as he takes 
viewers on a voyage through the visual splendor of Waikiki Tiki. There 
will be a presentation by Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily, Vintage Roadside 
will entertain with a presentation on the famous mermaid attraction 


JUNE 9-12, 2011 


——aeenienlieeee enemies 
The 10th Annual Hukilau 
Ft, Lauderdale, Florida 


SISAL COU EFL OOE AK 


Aquarama, and Paul Roe will enlighten audiences on the history of 
Sailors, Sex and Old School Tattoos. Entertainment will include MCs 
King Kukulele and Crazy Al Evans, The Tikiyaki Orchestra, The 
Intoxicators!, Grinder Nova, The Exotics, The Fisherman, and, of 
course, Marina the Fire Eating Mermaid! 


Ohana: Luau at the LaKe 

June 23-26, 20Il 

The Tiki Resort, Lake George, NY 
Fraternalorderofmoai.org/Ohana 

An incredible opportunity to spend a weekend at a classic 50's era 
Polynesian-themed motor inn in New York returns for the 3rd year! 
Enjoy everything you've come to expect from The Fraternal Order 
Of Moai as they entertain and amaze with the room crawl, carvers, 
artists and vendors, a full Polynesian Luau, the return of the cocktail 
contest, a mini golf contest, free swag bags for all attendees and 
live music by Waitiki, Go! Tsunami, 9th Wave, Pablus, Bamboo 
Saxotica, Granite Tiki and more! 


4th Annual Surf Guitar 101 Convention 

Aug. 13, 2011 

The Starting Gate, Los Alamitos, CA 

surfguitarlOl.com 

Now undeniably a bonafide annual event, surf rock guru Jeff 
“BigTikiDude” Hanson's ode to all things instro returns to Los Alamitos 
with another stellar international who's who of the contemporary 
scene. Scheduled performers include The Razorblades (Germany), 
The Bradipos IV (Italy), The Cocktail Preachers (Illinois), Daikaiju 
(Alabama), Meshugga Beach Party (San Francisco), The Deadbeats 
(San Pablo), The Blue Demons (Canada), and The Tequila Worms 
(Anaheim). The event will also in-clude the usual incredible array 
of surf rock-related items for sale, the SG101 member jam, living 
legends of surf jam and surrounding pre and post shows all over 
Southern California. 


COOL STUFF... 


WAIKiKi TIKI 


ART, HISTORY AND PHOTOGRAPHS 


PHILLIP S. ROBERTS 


Tiki Oasis Il 
South of the Border 
Aug 18-21, 2011 

San Diego, CA 
tikioasis.com 

Join Otto von 
Stroheim and Baby 
Doe as they present 
the 11th incarnation 
of Tiki Oasis. This 
year's theme will be 
a Retro Tijuana-style Tiki party” complete with a new, special Sunday 
evening event! Keep your eyes on tikioasis.com for further information 
as it becomes available. 
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Waikiki Tiki: Art, History and Photographs 

Phillip S. Roberts 

Bess Press 

besspress.com 

Literally years in the making, Phillip Roberts’ love letter to Tiki in 
Waikiki finally hit the streets last September, much to the joy of Tiki 
fans everywhere. The compact format--5 1/4 x 7 1/4” (almost an 
oversized postcard)-- seems a fitting tribute to Roberts’ uncle, postcard 
photography legend Mike Roberts, who shot some of the most iconic 
collectible mid-century and later Hawaii postcards. Stuffed tighter 
than a luau-pig with current “spotted in the wild” images and vintage 
photographs, ephemera and collectibles from favorite long-gone Tiki 
Meccas including Trader Vic's, Don the Beachcomber, The International 
Market Place, The Waikikian, Hawaiian Hut and more, this 265 page 
labor of love is indeed, as Sven Kirsten said, “an essential contribution 
to the appreciation of this Polynesian pop culture” and a necessary 
addition to any complete Tiki library. 


Derek Yaniger's Tiki Puzzles 
Party Puzzle Packs 

“TiKi Freak,” “Groovy Island,” 
“Dig That Tiki Beat” 
daddyogames.com 
Honestly, what could be better than 
putting together a 500 piece 
Derek Yaniger Tiki-themed 
artwork puzzle? When it 
comes with a collectible 
chimney shotglass and in 

a box that's just as cool 

as what's inside, that's 
how! Get 'em while they 
last at your local Barnes & 
Noble or daddyogames.com. 
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Jungle Dancer Earloomz Bluetooth Headset 

Kalynn Campbell and Roulette Studios 

roulettestudios.com 

Introducing the new Bluetooth headwear from Earloomz, LLC, and 
their new concept of wearing a Bluetooth headset that has an artist 
work painted on the headset for a fashionable flair unlike the 
traditional head wear piece by its manufacturers. Created by Los 
Angeles based artist Kalynn Campbell and Roulette Studios, the 
design features a retro style of a “Jungle Dancer” printed on the 
Bluetooth headpiece. In a world where everyone has similar electronic 
devices, Earloomz gives one the chance to stand apart from the 
crowd by bringing artistry and style to personal electronics. 


Atomic Ranch Magazine 

atomic-ranch.com 

For fans of mid-century architecture and design, this quarterly is a 
must. In addition to stunning photography, insightful text and the 
most up-to-date information regarding all of the relevant happenings 
in the MCM scene, there is a fairly consistent amount of Tiki to be 
found throughout its pages. After all, they have featured the former 
Rincon Room (see Tiki Magazine Issue 2), and the home of Sven 
Kirsten (see Tiki Magazine No. 11). The current Spring 2011 Issue 
features articles on a realtors’ remodel, a Sonoma addition, a desert 
resort, a feature on Charles & Ray Eames and much more! 


Jeff “Beachbum" Berry's Tikit App Returns! 
mixologytech.com/tikiplus 

Whew--that was close! Just when you asked yourself “Why did | shell 
out the dough for this iPad and iPhone if Beachbum Berry's Tiki+ 
App is no longer available? Well, it's back and better than ever! 
Version 2.0 (sort of) features 24 additional recipes, more images, 
complete with Retina display resolution, an expanded help section, 
the ability to annotate recipes, and has generally been simplified 
and more streamlined. 
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Easy 

Orchestra Superstring 
Dionysus Records 
dionysusrecords.com 

It's been around 8 years 
since seminal X drummer DJ 
Bonebrake's Orchestra 
Superstring released their 
self-titled debut album. Fans 
can finally rejoice, because 
our good friends over at 
Dionysus records are about 
to release their new CD Easy. Often overlooked by the majority, but 
revered by Exotica and Jazz enthusiasts alike, OS provide a unique 
soundscape that defies categorization. Part European indie film sound- 
track, experimental jazz ensemble, and latin band at a French Cafe, 
Easy challenges the listener to focus closely and become enveloped 
by the simultaneously simple yet complex musical ideas. 


The Beachcomber Trio Live At The Kahiki 

Produced by Jeff Chenault, 

Dionysus Records 

dionysusrecords.com 

Literally unearthed 
from a basement where 
the original recordings 
sat for over 45 years, 
this collaboration 
between Jeff Chenault 
and Dionysus empire 
leader Lee Joseph 
became an_ instant 
classic and must-have 
for any Tiki fan the 
minute it was released 
last July. Not only is the 
recording on Vinyl (it 
comes with a digital 
download coupon), but 
it features ultra-cool vintage Kahiki graphics, photographs and is strictly 
limited to a run of 500, with each being hand-numbered. This recording 
is an absolutely incredible insight into what a night at the Kahiki in 
1965 would've sounded like. Listen in closely and you can actually 
hear diners talking, dishware and glasses clinking, and waterfalls 
cascading. Close your eyes, put on the headphones and it's probably 
as close as we can get to a Kahiki time machine!!! 


MTHE BEACHCOMBER TRIO 


The Curse of the Tiki 

The Hula Girls 

thehulagirls. bigcartel.com 

Does the idea of that Rockabilly twang, a locomotive pulse, the lilt of 
the steel guitar, perfectly harmonized call and response backing 
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vocals mixed with Tiki 
culture themes sound 
good? You bet it 
does! The self- 
described 'Hulabilly' 
kings known as The 
Hula Girls are taking 
the Rockabilly and 
Tiki worlds by storm, 
presenting brilliantly 
crafted original tunes 
dealing with culturally 
significant themes 
ranging from 
mixology, girls, 
collecting Tiki, famous Southern California locales, and surfing, 
among others. Listen in close, and you'll even be treated to 
outstanding guest appearances by DJ Bonebrake on vibraphone 
and marimba, Gary Brandin on steel guitar and Crazy Al Evans 
on coconuts and bird calls! 


Tassels, Mai-Tais & Mischief 
The Ding Dong Devils 
cdbaby.com/cd /dingdongdevils 
Interested in something 
that is completely unlike 
anything you've ever 
heard before and deals 
with subjects close to your 
Tiki heart like Sufferin' 
Bastards, Mai Tais, Rob 
Roys, Jungle Doctors, 
Taboo Images, _ Tiki 
orches, Head Shrinkers, 
Luau Pigs and so much 
more? Well, then, The 
Ding Dong Devils might 
be your new favorite 
band! The humor, lyrics 
and melodies of this eclectic troupe of fez-topped vaudevillians 
is positively contagious and truly provides the perfect sonic 
backdrop for any Tiki situation. This album is fantastically unique 
and will not only put you in a drinking mood, but most certainly 
a smile on your face--guaranteed! 


Exotica For Modern Living CD Series 

Presented by Mr. Ho's Orchestrotica 

Third River Rangoon 

The Unforgettable Sounds of Esquivel 

orchestrotica.com 

2 absolute must-haves for any exotica fan, these first CDs in Mr 
Ho's new series, “Exotica for Modern Living,” make a welcome 
addition to the pantheon of modern exotica classics. With lush, 


TAXON 


vivid recordings and 
beautiful graphic 
design throughout, 
these CDs are sure 
to please even the 


pickiest fans. 
C'mon--Esquivel 
classics 


meticulously 
transcribed by ear, 
performed by a big 
band and produced 
by Brother Cleve-- 
what's not to love?! 
And, on the completely opposite end of the band-size spectrum 
comes the brilliant classic exotica quartet on Third River Rangoon. 
Highlights include guest Oud player Tev Stevig on “Arab Dance,” the 
virtuosity on Cal Tjader's “Colorado Waltz" and the sheer relaxability 
of “Lyman '59.” 


Room to Move 

The Eliminators 
theeliminators.com 
Hailing fromthe beaches 
of Southern California, 
The Eliminators have 
been bringing their 
brand of instrumental 
surf rock to the world for 
longer than some new 
players of today have 
been alive. Consisting 
of actual surfers, the 
band, which now boasts 
the inclusion of legendary 'second wave' player and scholar John 
Blair, presents original material that adheres to a very particular early 
60s aesthetic. From the Spaghetti Western “Snake Eyes” to early 
rock n' roll tribute “Rockin’ Billy” to straight-ahead surf pounder (and 
one of the best titles in recent years) “Revenge of the Cowabunga 
Thunder Melvins,” the songs on Room to Move further demonstrate 
why these guys have been on the top of the surf heap for decades. 


Girl Talk:The Buddy Greco Sessions 

Live At The Rhumba Room 

The Martini Kings 

martinikings.com 

When it comes to the jazz/lounge side of the Tiki music spectrum, 
there is arguably no one better than veterans The Martini Kings. No 
doubt familiar to anyone that's ever picked up a copy of Tiki Magazine 
(especially see Tiki Magazine No. 4), the Kings have continued to 
prove how prolific they are with the release of 2 new records since 
last issue (actually 3, but who's counting!). Girl Talk shows the Kings 
rolling up their sleeves and cutting loose with their idol, lounge 
legend Buddy Greco and Live at the Rhumba Room, which was 
originally released in 2002 as “Intoxicating Sounds,” has been fully 


temastered and is a perfect mix of what they do best--exotica, lounge, 
Tiki and swingin’ cocktail! 
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Party Time Discotheque 

The Beechwoods 

Double Crown Records 

doublecrownrecords.com 

The multi-talented Benny Hammond and his Beechwoods have truly 
pulled off something incredible with their debut, Party Time 
Discotheque. Not only have they created an entirely original record 
that sounds like some kind of lost 'from the vaults' 60s re-issue, but 
they've managed to infuse it with the grooves, guitar riffing, raw 
vocals and unabashed teenage energy of the best Frat rock bands 
in history. Just think of it like this...The Beechwoods could have 
easily been a band playing at one of the Delta House parties in 
Animal House! This record will make you get up out of your seat, 
shake your thang and comes complete with a drum solo finale that 
would make The Muppets’ Animal proud! 


The Surfites & Co. 

The Surfites 

Double Crown Records 
doublecrownrecords.com 
Sweden's Surfites have well 
established themselves as 
one of the premiere 'studio' 
surf bands of the modern 
age. In the old days there BREED 
was Gary Usher, and Richie 3 
Podolor, today, there's The 
Surfites. While their first two 
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SUIRFITES 
Ghe Boyal Pikings 


THE EXCELSIORS 
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Double Crown releases were clearly more traditional surf rock, this 
album is a departure in that it is actually a compilation of 4 different 
kinds of instro 'bands'--an 'evil sounding fuzz guitar gang' (think 
Davie Allan & The Arrows), a ‘sophisticated echo guitar combo' (think 
The Shadows), a ‘frantic R&B outfit’ (think The Wailers), and, of 
course, the trad surf of The Surfites. This album should provide a 
little something for all instrumental fans. 


Quiet Village Podcast 
digitikicom 


Dr. ZarKov's Tiki Lounge 


radiofairfax.org 


CocKtail Nation Podcast 


cocKtailnation. net 


Cudra Clover Exotica Hour 
cudracloverpodomatic.com 


Jet Set Planet 
kfaiorg/jetsetplanet 


luxuriamusic.com 


Surf Guitar 101 Podcasts 
surfguitarlOl.com/podcast 


RIP. 


Katherine “Tiki Kate" Simmons 

Musician and Kahiki Beachcomber Trio member Marsh Padilla 
8 Ball Store, Burbank, CA 

Hawaiian artist, historian Herb Kawainui Kane 
Jazz Pianist George Shearing 

Film and Stage Composer John Barry 

Surf Photographer LeRoy Grannis 

Queen of Psychotronic Film Tura Satana 

Actor Leslie Nielson 

Musician Captain Beefheart AKA Don Van Vliet 
Filmmaker BlaKe Edwards 

B Movie Actress Ingrid Pitt 

Throbbing Gristle Member Peter “Sleazy” Chistopherson 
Singer Arianna Forster of the Slits 

Actor James MacArthur “Danno” of Hawaii 5-O 
Pro Surfer Andy Irons 

TV Producer/Writer Stephen J. Cannell 

Soul Singer Solomon Burke 

Custom painter and Pinstriper Larry Watson 
FEAR Bass Player Derf Scratch 

The Astronauts Guitar Player Bob Demmon 
Underground comic book writer Harvey PeKar 
Comic book/Animation writer Dwayne McDuffie 


Marsh Padilla 


A Tribute to a Musical Beachcomber 
Images courtesy of Jeff Chenault 


Over the last 25 years of researching Exotica music and 
conducting interviews with musicians, the most memorable 
and heartwarming person | have ever met was Marcel “Marsh” 
Padilla. | met Marsh in 2008 after my wife Deb found a small 
announcement in the Columbus Dispatch. It was a small 
picture of Marsh who was then celebrating his 90th birthday. 
Normally a birthday announcement wouldn't have been earth 
shattering news but underneath his picture was a list of 
accomplishments; one read that he was the leader of the 
Kahiki Supper Club Trio from 1961 to 1978. | couldn't believe 
it! 1 quickly grabbed the Yellow Pages, found his number in 
the book, and was talking to him that day! 


What stories he told..... 

Marcel “Marsh” Padilla was born January 16th 1918 in Mexico. 
His family migrated to the U.S. in the 1920's before finally 
settling down in Detroit, Michigan. From an early age he 
knew he wanted a musical life. Marsh started playing 
professionally with Juan Rodrigo's Orchestra in Detroit and 
numerous bands throughout the Midwest during the late 
1930's. During WW II, he played lead saxophone for various 
bands backing up Judy Garland, Martha Raye, Bing Crosby 
and Bob Hope. After the war he returned to Detroit to organize 
the Marcel Padilla Orchestra and played regularly at both The 
Famous Door and Haig's Supper Club. In 1958, Marsh moved 
to Columbus, Ohio playing various gigs until forming the 
Kahiki Trio or Beachcomber trio as they were also known, in 
1961. The Beachcomber Trio would go on to play at the 
Kahiki Supper Club for the next 17 years. 


| keptin close contact with Marsh and Nina until they eventually 
moved to Boise, Idaho to be closer to family. During the 
housecleaning Nina found three boxes of 7” reels titled The 
Kahiki Trio. Marsh had no recollection of who recorded these 
and had totally forgotten about them. They actually sat in 
the basement for 45 years but were still in amazing condition! 


With the help of Lee Joseph and Dionysus Records the tapes 
were re-mastered and pressed on vinyl in August 2010. It 
was a limited edition of 500 copies that also included a free 
digital download. Marsh and the rest of the family were 
thrilled beyond belief. Being a musician himself, Marsh's son 
Mario was particularly proud of his father's musical history 
and background. Sadly, Marsh passed away on December 
24th 2010. He is survived by his wife Nina, daughter Armida, 
son Mario, and many grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
Thank you Marsh for being a friend and sharing your love of 
music. 


Jeff Chenault 


RICHARD CHEESE 
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JOHNNY ALOHA 


LAVAPALOOZA 


TIKI-STYLE HAWAIIAN MUSIC VERSIONS 
OF YOUR FAVORITE ROCK AND RAP HITS 


NEW CD ON SALE NOW! 


Featuring tiki/exotica versions of songs like 
"Paradise City," "Cruel Summer," 
"Rock Lobster," "Island In The Sun," 
"Gangsta's Paradise," and 10 more! 


Just imagine Don Ho 
singing Weezer and you've got 


JOHNNY ALOHA: LAVAPALOOZA! 


CD COVER ART BY SHAG! FULL-COLOR 12-PAGE BOOKLET INSIDE! 


johnnyaloha.com facebook.com/johnnyaloha 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM COVERAGE RECORDS 
OK BARTENDER VIVA LA VODKA 


TWO NEW CDs FROM 
RICHARD CHEESE & LOUNGE AGAINST THE MACHINE 


NOW ON SALE AT RICHARDCHEESE.COM AND ITUNES 
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Car Show 
Uke Jam 
Pinup Gals 


4D Live performances by: 
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Gringing tropical driakes 
Gack to the topics 
authentic cocktails 


fresh pupus 
local ingredients 


¥. _ On the look out for new and exciting mugs ? 
vintage vibe Is getting packages delivered to your front door a blast ? 


Or do you just need to buy something like NOW ? 


Let us help you fulfill those weeds. Please check us out at 


NMUNKTIKI.CON! 


Featured Artist 


Sam Gambino: Tiki Art DNA 
By Holden Westland 


Images Courtesy Sam Gambino 


Sam Gambino has Tiki art in his blood. Kustom Kulture was part of his genetic 
make-up long before Sam was even a glimmer in the eyes of his loving parents. 
You see Sam's father, Sam C. Gambino, is one of the original 1950's pinstripers 
hailing from what can be referred to as the “hometown” of the canvas of the 
American pinstriper. The canvas being the fabricated sheet metal of the 
American automobile. The hometown being the birthplace of Sam and his 
father, Detroit, Michigan, coined by many as the birthplace of the American 
Industrial Revolution. 


With a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration, and a double Associate 
Art's degree in Liberal Arts and Math/Science (Sam's intention was to go into 
Engineering), Sam opted instead to choose art as his intended profession of 
choice. Learning this “Engineering” information, | therefore decided the first 


The Lingerer, 2005 
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“Tiki, hot rod, beatnik and lowbrow all seem to walk hand-in-hand as 
| see it anyhow,” says Sam. 


question I'd ask Sam would be in relation to his very 
popular use of hand-painted lettering in his Tiki art. It 
is his stylized yet very concise hand-lettering after all 
that is perhaps the “signature” of his style. If you look 
at the body of work that has been produced by Sam in 
the Tiki art scene, you're likely to find his combination 
of Tiki and Lettering as the most instantly recognizable 
as “hey, that's a Gambino”. 


HW: “Sam, what is it about hand-lettering that has it 
proliferating in so much of your Tiki art?” 


SG: “I love the combination of a character with big, 
bold lettering next to it. | always loved the look of the 
title pages of the old 1950's Warner Brothers and MGM 
cartoons. | also appreciated the artistic quality of the 
opening titles of those good old Three Stooges short 
episodes - you know, the ones with that creepy smiling 
mask up in the corner and titles like "Commotion on 
the Ocean" or "Goof on the Roof" (for you Stooge fans, 
I'm a"Shemp" guy!). Therefore, | like to create art with 
that same kind of kitschy, novelty charm. When | went 
to work with my dad just after high school, | found 
lettering to be easier to learn than pinstriping. My dad 
taught me a lot about balance and how to compose 
layouts too. With a love for lettering and an ability to 
do it, | can't help but use it in my art. 


The Out of Towner, 2010 


Here's some history about my father and how | got started: 


My dad, Sam C. Gambino, started pinstriping and hand 
ettering with enamel in the Detroit area in 1956. He 
was influenced to begin striping by Dick Dean who 
also started building and pinstriping customs in the 
Detroit area around 1956. He striped one of my dad's 
irst cars. Then in 1960, Dick Dean went to California 
and worked with George Barris. Some of my dad's 
very first pinstriping jobs were when his friends would 
get him to pinstripe one big star in the center of the 
enses of their dark sunglasses back in high school. 
Back in 1960, he owned the Arctic Sand '46 Ford, which 
made the cover of “Rod & Custom” in 1957. The Artic 
Sand was built by the Clarkaiser Body Shop in Detroit 
back in the '50's. Then in the '80's, a friend of his had 
a replica built called the Arctic Gold. It was pretty 
accurate to the original, which had changed colors a 
few times throughout its history. Back in the '70's, he 
ettered a race car which AMT ended up making a 
model kit out of. The kit name was the "Warren Stewart 


Sam's father, Sam C., one of the old-school, original 1950's pinstripers, played a major 
role in his becoming an artist. 
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Tiki Bob in the Jazz Age, 2009 


Dodge Dart". That really impressed me as a kid! All through my 
childhood, he was striping and lettering race cars, semi trucks, hot 
rods and drag cars. 


Personally, my plan after high school was to work at my dad's shop 
while going to college to become an engineer in the auto industry. 
There would be great flexibility and no worries about having to stock 
shelves or wait tables somewhere when | should have been studying 
foratest. Eventually, | didtwo temporary projectstints for an engineering 
firm that was contracted to find ways to reduce the weight of certain 
Ford vehicles. | worked alongside auto engineers and just hated it. | 
couldn't wait for the projects to end so | could go back to working 
with my dad. We used to pinstripe hot rods and we'd letter trucks, 
taxi cabs - whatever needed work done to it. We even painted huge 
logos and mission statements on the walls of factories around Detroit. 
We got along well, too! We may have disagreed about what to eat 
for lunch now and then (although | can't say that for sure), but that 
is a pretty good indicator of how well we worked together. Those 
were good days that we still talk about today.” 


HW: “Okay, here's the simplest question for the Tiki Magazine readers. 
Why Tiki art?” 


SG: “Well, that goes back to my dad again. He knew that | liked to 
collect old signage, ashtrays and kitschy stuff. One day he sent me 
an old ashtray from Chin Tiki in Detroit. He had found it at a yard 
sale, and at the time, | was ona kick collecting old Detroit items and 
photos. | decided to see if there were any other old Chin Tiki things 
on Ebay, and | ended up running across a "Tiki Bar" sign that someone 
was selling. Since people were bidding on it, | thought that | could 
make some up in Illustrator. | did that, and they started selling. Then 
| heard from a company, which was manufacturing wood and metal 
signs being sold in catalogs and stores. They asked if | would license 
a few of my designs to them, so | did. Those first designs are still 
selling after nearly ten years, and I'm proud of that.” 


HW: “Tiki is just a portion of the art that you create. Tell us more 
about your awesome caricature art.” 
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SG: “I guess the caricature aspect not only comes from MAD 
Magazine but from guys like Basil Wolverton and the old Bill 
Gaines EC Comics - uh oh - these guys were also MAD Magazine 
guys who happened to make a mark outside of MAD. Outside 
of working with 1-Shot enamel, about the only other medium 
| like is brush and ink on paper or board. As kids, my parents 
would always go to restaurants after any excursion that might 
be an excuse to get us out of the house. If we went shopping, 
to a movie, to church, or whatever, we'd always go to a local 
restaurant for "coffee" afterwards. If my parents were with 
friends, they'd sit and talk for what seemed like forever while 
drinking coffee. It was during these times that my brothers 
and | would draw ugly faces on the backs of the paper place 
mats. We'd draw big, over-inflated Elvis and Elvis impersonator 
guys, hobos, sickly-looking guys with cigarettes and trucker 
hats, guys with stubble and dirty wife-beater T-shirts, dopers 
(which we called "dope-nooks" - why, I'm not sure?!) and other 
characters from our imaginations. | also grew up with a big 
collection of those Wacky Packages. Those had a great influence 
on what | draw today. | used to clip out those old political 
cartoons in the 70's, too. Most of them were of Nixon and 
Carter. | recently saw a girl | knew back from grade school 
who said that | had drawn an old Nixon cartoon for her, complete 
with his big nose and jowls. What better way to impress a girl 
in 4th grade than to give her a drawing of Richard Nixon, right?” 


The Space Swinger, 2008 


HW: “Yes Sam, it seems you know the way to a woman's heart 
indeed! Can you give me an overview of some of the many 
items that you've pinstriped to-date and what is the craziest 
or coolest thing that you've ever striped?” 


SG: “Well, I've pinstriped bowling pins, mirrors, helmets, hard 
hats, cycle tanks, a giant fiberglass Pegasus (actually, numerous 
ones), wheels, skateboard blanks, a huge fiberglass ball which 
had been a "76" gas station sign but was repainted white, 
dashboards, toolboxes, wooden bowls that | "tikified" with 
pinstriping and an old napkin dispenser which I just added to 
the list recently. | also pinstriped my little boy's ukulele - it's 
flamed! The very coolest pinstriping job I've done by far is 
when | pinstriped twelve custom shop G6120DSW-Relic Chet 
Atkins guitars for the Gretsch Co. | added striping, graphics, 
and gold leaf appointments with each guitar being different. 
My multiple designs included flames, horseshoes, horse heads, 
8-balls, No. 7 graphics, spades - even crossed wheat stalks. 
They debuted at Winter NAMM 2010 in Anaheim, CA. As a 
guitar player myself, | was knocked out to have been given the 
opportunity to put my artwork on those.’ 


HW: “To the best of my knowledge, your combining of abstract 
art and Tiki is pretty singular in the art world. Those are 2 very 
separate departures from one another. What led you down 
that particular path?” 


SG: “I love the old abstract brush stroke art you might see in 
an old late '50's or early 60's beatnik coffee house. | also have 
an old MAD Magazine from 1960 that has a whole section 
devoted to the beatnik trend of that era. There's a mock ad of 
beatnik clothes you can buy "complete with paint smudges". Twilight Serenade, 2005 
The clothes! wear while painting are covered with paint smudges 


The Curse of the Tiki Idol, 2008. 


from my shoulders down to my knees. Furthermore, in one of the 
Beach Party movies from the '60's, Don Rickles owns a beach hangout 
where he paints canvases by throwing paint at them. Since | love 


the beatnik ge’ 
movies, | decid 
and beatnik cu 


nre, MAD Magazine and the Frankie-Annette Beach 
ed to mix the two genres - especially since both Tiki 
ture was going strong together at that time. Tiki, hot 


rod, beatnik and lowbrow all seem to walk hand-in-hand as | see it 


anyhow.” 


HW: “Tiki as an art form can be very interpretive and take on many 


forms, ranging 
and pretty muc 


tom hyper-modern to cartoon-kitsch to vintage-retro 
h anything in between. When looking at your Tiki art, 


we often find it having a distinct Rat Pack/Las Vegas vibe. What can 


you say about t! 


hat?” 


SG: “I grew up liking Dean Martin as far back as | can remember - 
not so much Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr., Jerry Lewis, or any of 
those other guys he worked and performed with. | like those guys 
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too, but Dean Martin for some reason, really struck a chord with 
me. Maybe it was because he had “The Dean Martin Show” 
which he launched back in the mid 1960's. | also remember 
watching him in those old Matt Helm movies on Sunday afternoons. 
He was cool, easy-going and suave. When he died on Christmas 
Day in 1995, | was sick with the flu. My wife says that in a haze 
of fever, deep sleep and medication, | was mumbling about Dean 
Martin "being a friend of mine" in the middle of the night. All | 
can say is that my Tiki characters are based loosely on the swanky 
image and persona of how | perceive Dean Martin.” 


HW: “There is a certain way that you inter-mingle your art with 
your lettering. As a result over the many years, I've seen your 
combined Tiki and lettering art on countless t-shirts and the 
aforementioned “home Tiki bar” signs. Can you elaborate more 
upon your technique and the inspiration behind why it always 
looks so clean and so... right?” 
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SG: “Thanks! All | can say is that since | first learned lettering from 
my dad, | guess my sense of layout and balance comes from him. 
He is great with that. | also have an uncle named Joe Gambino who 
is an excellent artist in the Detroit area. He taught me lots about 
sketching, color mixing and blending. When it came to artistic sketches 
and drawing, he was like having my own personal "Bob Ross" to 
consult. My uncle who still paints and shows art in the Detroit area 
was a great influence as well. Things he taught me regularly come 
to mind today while working on a piece. He taught me quite a bit 
about light and shading, as well as drawing or painting faces. He 
was another fan of MAD Magazine and some of the more underground 
artists of the '60's. | talk to him occasionally on the phone, and he's 
always up to something new, even now. He actually bought me my 
first Jon Gnagy art set back in the '70's. Believe it or not, | just came 
across those old books last night when | was going through some 
old boxes. | gleaned quite a bit from watching Bob Ross too, when 
his voice wasn't putting me to sleep! What a kind gentle soul he was. 
I'd love to be remembered that way.” 


When | compose my Tiki paintings, | draw all of the elements with a 
pencil first - but all separately. I'll do a sketch of the character, another 
sketch of the lettering and another sketch of the background elements 
or whatever else may be included. | then scan each sketch, resizing 
and arranging each on one canvas in Photoshop until it feels right. | 
then have my layout and print it out actual size to transfer to canvas. 
| also only paint with enamel - I've never liked or gotten used to 
acrylics or anything else. The flow and opaqueness of enamel always 
works for me. I'm so familiar with the color choices offered by Sign 
Painter's 1-Shot enamel, that | really don't feel comfortable messing 
with all of the "ultramarine-burnt-siennas-thalo-mars-this-and-that" 
offered in those tube colors. Besides, | like the taste and chewability 
of dried 1-Shot paint better than the Liquitex paints. It just tastes 
better. 


HW: “Funny Sam! Aside from your father and your uncle, who are 
your inspirations both in terms of the art that they've created as well 
as what are the various characters & genres appeal to you? I'm 
expecting a pretty lengthy answer here Sam, your inspirations are 
vast” 


Other influences that | love to incorporate into my art are mainly 
things that | liked or watched as a kid. The TV shows include The 
Munsters, Batman, Twilight Zone, Addams Family, Lost in Space, 
Gilligan's Island, Brady Bunch, Hogan's Heroes, and the Wonderful 
World of Disney. The imagery of Vincent Price and his shrunken head 
kit is emblazoned in my mind as well as movies that include the 
Beach Party movies of the '60's, Ed Wood, Vampira, Russ Meyer films, 
old serials from the '40's, '70's blaxploitation films, spaghetti westerns, 
James Bond, Universal monster movies (namely, Creatureand Werewolf 
films) and 1950's Sci-Fi movies. The list continues, but there are 
numerous other elements that provide inspiration as well. Among 
them are vintage hairstyle manuals, cookbooks, old magazine ads or 
articles, magician posters from the 1920's, old carnival/funhouse art, 
‘50's and '60's LP covers, old menus or matchbooks and vintage 
children's books (namely Golden Books). All of this stuff provides a 
wealth of style and inspiration for me as an artist. A painting of mine 
may take a completely different direction due to the influence of one 
of these pop culture elements. However, just which element it came 
from may not be obvious whatsoever.” 
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Polynesian Village, 2008 


HW: “Your newest product for the Tiki community is our new “The 
Player” mug featured both in art form on the front and mug form 
on the back cover of this issue. Anything else on the horizon that 
the Tiki community would like to know about?” 


SG: “Yes, I'm really proud of our Player mug! Merging Tiki and 
Vegas seems to go hand-in-hand like gin and tonic. As for anything 
new yet to come, not long ago, | finished five Tiki figurine designs 
for KC Hawaii. They will be made into large and small figurines, 
keychains and pendants. They are a bit more traditional-looking 
than I normally do, but still with a little stylization and kitsch thrown 
in. Sometimes, | tend to mix styles, and these are definitely 
examples of that. They have kitsch, but are a bit ornate as well. 
Those should be out shortly.” 


In closing, | want to mention that Sam has been one of the greatest 
artists to work with. He's always very gracious and appreciative 
to be involved with our projects. Our first project with Sam Gambino 
was the popular “Sam's Shrunken Head" Tiki mug. Shortly after 
we started moving forward on that project, | was greeted one day 
by a large package from our FedEx driver addressed to me from 
Sam Gambino. What was inside was a complete surprise and it 
nearly floored me. The contents: Sam's original art of Sam's 
Shrunken Head! It's proudly framed and on display in the Tiki 
Farm office. Sam is one wicked pinstriper, his caricature art is 
mind blowing and his Tiki's are very “signature Gambino” but if 
any of you have met Sam, you'll walk away likely with one thing 
first and foremost... Sam is a kind soul and there's a lot to be said 
for that these days. 
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Last July, the Bum conducted the inaugural session of “Beachbum Berry's and Captain Vadrna's Faux-Tropical Bar School,” on the Mediterranean isle of Ibiza 


By Jeff “Beachbum” Berry 
Images by Jozef Martiniak 


Last July, | was transported to a magical place where every cocktail 
was a lovingly constructed medley of exotic tastes. The place, for 
once, was not my drunkard's dream, but the Mediterranean isle 
of Ibiza. And the drinks were made at the inaugural session of 
“Beachbum Berry's and Captain Vadrna's Faux-Tropical Bar School,” 
the brainchild of international spirits educator Stanislav Vadrna. 


It was a four-day Tiki Bar immersion course, with such topics as 
Tiki History, Tropical Mixology, and Tiki Bar Design. For extra credit, 
there was a boat ride to a luau under the stars on a deserted 
beach. For the final exam, students created their own original Tiki 
drink using ingredients found on the island. Since these “students” 
included top bartenders from across Europe, some of the drinks 
were extremely complex. All were delicious. Here's a sampling. 


Sargantana is Spanish for gecko, and geckos rule Ibiza..So Barcelona 
Tikiphile Ivan Castro riffed on the Sidewinder's Fang with his 
“Sargantana's Lick": 2 ounces gold Puerto Rican rum, 1 ounce 
each lemon juice and grapefruit juice, 1/2 ounce sugar syrup, and 
3/4 ounce Frigola* Shake with ice. Pour into a tall glass. Garnish 
with a plastic gecko. 


Have you ever teased your dog by hiding peanut butter deep 
inside his chew toy? Here's a comparable way to tease a human: 
Stockholm barman Scott Beishline's "Windward Ballast.” 


Pour 1/2 ounce 151 Lemon Hart Demerara rum 
into a shot glass. Place an upside-down highball glass over the 


rightside-up shot glass, then firmly insert the shot glass up into the 
bottom of the highball glass, trapping the rum so that it doesn't spill 
out when you turn the highball glass rightside-up. Pack the highball 
glass with crushed ice. 


Shake 1 ounce each Clement VSOP rum, Clement white 
tum, tamarind juice, and grapefruit juice, plus 1/2 ounce each lemon 
juice, lime juice, and Hierbas Ibicencas** infused with cinnamon. Strain 
the drink into the highball glass, and watch your friends-try to get at 
the “ballast.” 


Russia's Alexey Shaposhnikov gave us “Midnight Luau Fever.” Muddle 
4 watermelon squares and 2 basil leaves. Add 2/3 ounce coconut 
milk, 1 ounce ginger syrup, 2/3 ounce honey, 1 ounce each Lemon 
Hart rum and gold Bacardi rum, and 3/4 ounce lemon juice. Shake 
like hell with ice. Strain into a Tiki mug filled with fresh ice. Top with 
asplash of lemon soda. Floata lemon shell filled with mashed pineapple 
and 2 cloves. 


Ben Belmans, who owns Ben's Bar in Belgium, “wanted to create a 
drink based upon love and passion that has to be shared by two 
people.” His “Happy Monday” is a true culinary cocktail. 


Combine 2/3 ounce Clement white rum, 1/3 ounce 
Clement VSOP rum, 1 ounce Appleton V/X rum, 1 ounce aged Puerto 
Rican rum, 2/3 ounce Hierbas Ibicencas,** 1/3 ounce Curacao, an 
orange peel, 2 barspoons crushed rosemary, and half a green pepper, 
seeds removed. Let everything steep for 30 minutes. 


Fine strain the mix, stir in 2 2/3 ounces pineapple juice, 
and set aside for another 30 minutes. 


Barcelona Tikiphile Ivan Castro riffed on the 
Sidewinder's Fang with his “Sargantana's Lick.” 


Ben Belman of Ben's Bar in Belgium “wai 
drink based upon love and passion that has to be shared 


inted to create a Spain's Carlo Contini and Gegam Kazarian topped their 


“Tiki Ibi” with a banana carved into a Ku war god. 


by two people” and concocted “The Happy Monday.” 


In a quart-sized ceramic jar, place 20 mint leaves. 
Rest a napkin atop the jar. Place a sugar cube on the napkin. Soak the 
cube with Angostura bitters, and then remove the napkin so the cube 
falls into the jar. Drop in a large orange peel, then muddle everything 
for 5 seconds. Add 1 1/3 ounces lemon juice, and stir until sugar cube 
dissolves. 


Flash-blend your steeped pineapple-and-spirits mix in 
a blender for 5 seconds with a pinch of black pepper and salt, and just 
over 3 ounces of crushed ice. Pour it into the jar. Fill the jar almost to 
the top with crushed ice and swizzle for 1 minute, “thinking happy 
thoughts.” Then fill with more crushed ice and swizzle for a few more 
seconds. Garnish with pineapple leaves, an orange-peel rose filled with 
white oleander, mint sprig, and a red pepper. 


Rob Rademaker heads the Bols Bartending Academy in Amsterdam. 
For some reason, his “Pirate's Fire” calls for Bols liqueur. In a cocktail 
shaker, muddle half a fresh pear in one teaspoon rosemary honey. Add 
1 ounce each Clement VSOP rum, dark Jamaican dark rum, Hierbas 
bicencas,** lime juice, organic pear juice, and 1/2 ounce Bols apricot 
iqueur. Shake well with ice. Fine-strain into a Tiki mug filled with fresh 
ice. Garnish with palm leaves and flowers, and float a lime shell filled 
with lavender tea buds sprinkled with lemon extract. Ignite the shell 
‘or your “pirate's fire.” 


Spain's Carlo Contini and Gegam Kazarian topped their “Tiki Ibi” with a 
banana carved into a Ku war god. The drink was good too: 3/4 ounce 
ime juice, 1 ounce each Clement VSOP rum and Clement white rum; 
1/2 ounce ginger-cardamom-allspice sugar syrup; top with ginger ale. 


Six guys who run the Jerry Thomas Project mixology school in Rome -- 
Leonardo Leuci, Luca Di Carmine, Oscar Quagliarini, Alessandro Procoli, 
Antonio Parlapiano, and Roberto Artusio -- collaborated on a Rum 
Barrel-inspired “Rome Barrel.’ 


In a large shaker, swizzle with crushed ice 1 2/3 
ounces each Clement VSOP rum and gold Puerto Rican rum, just 
under an ounce each lemon juice and “Abbozzo #2” (honey infused 
with frigola flowers or thyme), and 1/3 ounce each white vermouth 
and “Abbozzo #1” (a premixed infusion of 1 2/3 ounces each Fernet 
Branca and Lemon Hart 151-Demerara rum steeped with 4 dashes 
Angostura bitters, 5 mint leaves, 2 demerara sugar cubes, and dried 
malva and calendula flowers, or loose tea of same). 


: Pour swizzled drink into a volcano bowl, ignite 1 
ounce 151 Lemon Hart Demerara rum, and pour flaming rum on the 
drink. 


Zoltan Nagy, of Boutiq'bar in Budapest, kept it classic with his “Island 
Mystic”: In a blender place 1 ounce each lime juice, Clement VSOP, 
and Clement white rum; 2/3 ounce each Lemon Hart 151 Demerara 
rum and pimento liqueur; and 1 1/3 ounces pineapple juice. Flash- 
blend for 5 seconds with 6 ounces crushed ice. Pour into a Tiki mug 
and top with Angostura bitters. 


The school reprises this summer. It's geared toward professional 
bartenders, but all Tikiphiles are welcome. For info: 
http://www.bartendersforlife.com/ibiza.html 


*FRIGOLA: A Spanish cordial. Approximate by mixing 3 parts 
thyme-infused sugar syrup with 1 part Pernod. 


**HIERBAS IBICENCAS: An Ibiza liqueur with hints of rosemary, thyme, 
verbena, and anise. The closest substitute is green Chartreuse. 


All right, now 
which one of you 
clowns put Viagra 
in my drink?! 
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www.LuauAtTheLake.com 


A majority of Ohana's proceeds 
benefit The Easter Island Foundation 
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Custom Tropical Decor by Bamboo Ben, landscaping by Benny Meza 
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TODAY AT 
DISNEYLAND 


don’t miss the 
World Premiere 
engagement of 
Walt Disney’s 
new concept in 
entertainment! 


Tiki Pioneer 


“Wake Up, Jose!” - Walt Disney's Influence 
on Polynesian Pop 


By Kari Hendler 


In early 1955, a car pulled up to Eli Hedley’s remote beach home 
The car door opened, and out stepped Walt Disney. Walt spoke to 
beachcomber-artist for a few minutes and then they both got into the 
car and drove away. For an entire week, Eli’s worried family had no 
idea where he went, nor did they see or hear from him. When Eli 
finally reappeared at the beach, he announced, “We're moving to 
Anaheim. Ihave ajob". Orso the story goes, as told by his grandson, 
Bamboo Ben. 


For seven years, Disneyland’s Island Trader shop gave Eli Hedley and 
his family the opportunity to introduce oceanic decor to the masses, 
and you could say that's a decent example of how Walt Disney made 
an impact on Tiki culture. But the real reason for Walt Disney's 
induction as a “Tiki Pioneer” goes far beyond that. It is Walt’s brilliant 
interpretation and execution of Pop-Polynesia that has given us the 
beloved landmarks known as The Enchanted Tiki Room, The Tahitian 
Terrace, Adventureland and (Disneyworld’s) Polynesian Resort. For 
many of us, these were our childhood introductions to the world of 
the exotic. What stuck in our hamster-sized brains back then, has 
influenced why we love Tiki, as well as how we create our personal 
version of it. 


Walt, and his team of artists and engineers (whom he dubbed 
“Imagineers”) were masters at storytelling, creating illusion and 
suspending disbelief. Like the very best magic tricks, Disneyland’s 
long-term success has been in its deliverance and details. It is a place 
that transports your imagination. Where, but Disneyland, can you 
attend a party in a ghost-filled mansion, go on a submarine voyage 
through liquid space, toboggan down the Matterhorn and go to hell 
with Mr. Toad? 


With five different themed “lands” to explore in Disneyland, and only 
time for one today, allow me to be your tour guide. As we walk to the 
end of Main Street, you will see Adventureland on your left. Notice 
how the design elements begin to shift as you leave the turn-of-the 
century and enter this land. Everything changes once you cross through 
the Tiki torch-lit threshold -- from the color palette, plants, piped-in 
soundtrack, even the pavement. Your senses now tell you, “Here is 
Adventure. Here is romance. Here is mystery. Tropical rivers — silently 
flowing into the unknown. The unbelievable splendor of the exotic 
flowers... the eerie sound of the jungle...with eyes that are always 
watching. This is Adventureland’’* 


Now, push through the bamboo turnstiles at The Enchanted Tiki Room 
and you'll find yourself in a small, tropical garden with a murky-green 
jungle river flowing nearby. It’s a compact space, but so mesmerizing 
you almost forget that you're in the middle of a crowded theme park. 
Suddenly the Tikis in the garden come alive and tell you their stories. 
There's a dramatic pause, and thena soothing island voice says, “...Come 
with us, to a world of joyous songs and wondrous miracles... Walt 
Disney's Enchanted Tiki Room.” Tribal drumbeats begin, a conch shell 
blows and the doors to the thatched building mysteriously open, 
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ceremoniously beckoning you inside... Do you feel a happy chill 
run through your body? Is it the building's air conditioning that 
is causing this, or that Dole Whip** you're eating? No, my friends. 
What you're experiencing is a pure Walt Disney moment. 


Although the hippos in the Jungle River Cruise attraction have 
been wiggling their ears since 1955, The Tahitian Terrace and The 
Enchanted Tiki Room were added during a remodel in the early 
sixties. The answer everyone wants to know is, what was Walt's 


inspiration to create the Enchanted Tiki Room and the Tahitian ~ 


Terrace? This is the part where | wish | could tell you that Walt 
was a tropical drink fanatic and had a house full of South Pacific 
artifacts, but that would be a big, fat lie. One of Disney's great 
Imagineers, Alice Davis, worked closely with Walt on many projects. 
“Walt was always looking for something the public would enjoy”, 
says Alice. “He had an uncanny ability to know exactly what the 
public wanted, from age one to one hundred. He knew that you 
could make things very sophisticated and nobody would go, but 
you could give them good taste in subjects that everybody 
understood and could enjoy. “ 


Walt was quite aware of America’s fascination with its newest 
state, Hawaii, and the simultaneous Tiki bar craze. He also wanted 
to add another restaurant to his park, especially one that would 


A rare view of the Tiki Room's original entrance, taken in June 1963, the week the attraction debuted. ©Disney Enterprises, Inc. 
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Tiki Pioneer (continued) 


Burley and Ernie Newton and you've got an E Ticket- 
worthy attraction that has held its own since 1963. 


As for the Tahitian Terrace, Walt knew that not everyone 
could afford to take their family to Hawaii, so he brought 
his version of a Hawaiian luau to them. The Tahitian 
Terrace opened in 1962 and had a South Pacific show as 
good as the Mai-Kai’s as well as excellent Polynesian- 
inspired food. Again, Walt Disney and his team created 
another fantasy for us, as the gorgeous dancers made 
their entrance through a waterfall curtain. A few of the 
Imagineers were concerned that the show might be too 
tisqué for the family atmosphere in Disneyland, but Walt 
disagreed. “There’s got to be something there for 
everybody...and the dads are going to love it!” Indeed 
they did, as Rolly Crump recalls: “The girls they hired 
to do the hulas? They could haul bananas! They were 
just short of burlesque!” 


Because of our nostalgic memories of Disney, it’s not 
surprising that we have a large Disney-Tiki crossover club. 
There are many notables in our community who have 
been involved and influenced by Walt Disney. Since 1955, 
Bob Van Oosting and LeRoy Schmaltz have played an 
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A 1962 Paul Hartley Tahitian Terrace Publicity Illustration ©Disney Enterprises, Inc. 


allow him to play with his latest toy, Audio-Animatronics*** Plans had been drawn 
up for a Chinese restaurant with a robotic Confucius that would entertain the diners. 
This idea was abandoned, possibly because Audio-Animatronic technology had not 
become “human” enough. There were issues with lifelike movement and skin 
texture that still needed perfecting. (Disney fact: Mr. Lincoln didn’t make his debut 
until a year after the Tiki Room.) ‘ 

“One day Walt brought us all in and said, ‘I want to do a little Tiki restaurant”, recalls 
Rolly Crump, another legendary Imagineer. A variety of concepts were presented 
to Walt, but the one he liked best had mechanical birds performing above the tables. 
When Walt realized that people would stop eating to watch the show, it would create 
a huge backup of guests waiting to be seated, so he altered the plan and had the 
restaurant redesigned as an attraction. (But next time you're in the Tiki Room, check 
out the base of the “enchanted fountain”. It has little doors and shelves, since its 
original purpose was to be waiter’s station.) 


Like all of Disneyland, creating the Enchanted Tiki Room was a group effort by an 
incredible team of talent. While John Hench conceptualized the overall interior look, 
Marc Davis came up with the bird designs, Tiki drummers and the talking totems. 
Inspired by Papua New Guinea's Sepik River style, Rolly Crump sculpted the garden 
Tikis (even researching their history for authenticity) and made the ornate "birdmobile” 
look like it was carved from driftwood. Blaine Gibson sculpted the bird hosts and 
Yale Gracey invented the vibrating Mylar rainstorm effect. So, pull this all together 
with a catchy ditty from the prolific songwriting Sherman Brothers, give the birds 
personalities through the voiceover talents of Wally Boag, Thurl Ravenscroft, Fulton 


® 


©Disney Enterprises, Inc. 


Arare Tahitian Terrace postcard, clearly illustrating the huge rock waterfalls, specially 
decorated tables and performers' stage with bamboo accents. The reverse reads “Graceful 
dancers entertain Disneyland guests as they enjoy exotic Polynesian foods in a South Seas 
Setting at the Tahitian Terrace Restaurant.” 


important role in all the Disney parks, by providing tropical building 
materials, custom artwork and even allowing Imagineers to do some 
of their research at their Oceanic Arts warehouse. Some of LeRoy’s 
masks are displayed around Adventureland’s entrance, and you can 
see many of his elaborate carvings at the Polynesian Resort. 


Tom Thordarson (AKA Thor), was a longtime Imagineer, and has also 
made significant contributions to Disney World's Polynesian Resort. 
His paintings decorate all the guest rooms, as well as the lobby. 
“Because of the Tahitian Terrace and the Enchanted Tiki Room's close 
proximity to the Jungle Cruise, it was perfect in how | interpret Tiki in 
my artwork to this day”, says Tom. “I'm relating to what | saw as a 
child in Adventureland. It’s a melting pot of exotica, and that’s what 
Walt did. But also there was a bit of an artistic license in a lot of it. 
The Jungle Cruise being right next door made you feel that there was 
a fusion between anything exotic and Tiki. That's why we have guys 
like Hugh Hefner, who has a Tiki room in his mansion, but it has 
leopard skins in it. We saw Tiki at that time as a hybrid of all those 
exotic, adventurous things, and that's really how | got bit. | mean, 
where do you think | saw my first shrunken head?!“ (Trader Sam, 
he’s talking to you.) 


The talented artists, Shag, Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily, have created 
an amazing amount of Disney merchandise, including many Tiki Room 
items. It is my belief that the enormous success of their merchandise 
helped convince Disney executives to not replace the Enchanted Tiki 
Room — something that was in serious contention not that long ago. 
"Marc Davis and Rolly Crump were definitely influential on my own 
style”, says Shag, “And the 1964 Enchanted Tiki Room attraction poster 
was as well -- the one that has a carved Tiki straddling one side of the 
image. Youseethatso much in the Tiki paintings I've done. | nicked 
that right off that poster.” 


DISNEYLANDS: 
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Chris Merritt, a former Imagineer (who is now an Art Director at 
Universal in Singapore) used to skipper a Jungle Cruise boat, as 
well work the Tiki Room attraction. “The Enchanted Tiki Room is 
this lynchpin of design for people who love Polynesian Pop. All 
these things converge to make this perfect little attraction. People 
talk about the magic of Disney, and it’s this intangible thing. It’s 
somethingyoucan’tnecessarilydescribe inwords, butit’ssomething 
very heartfelt - something you feel. | think Walt Disney was a 
master of suspension of disbelief. | mean, come on, talk about 
disbelief. It’s a room full of parrots and Tikis, singing along to 
Offenbach... which is really weird when you think about it’ **** 


Of course it’s weird, but all the details make it work so perfectly. 
Even the few 1960's pop-culture references in the show (something 
Waltwas usually goodat avoiding) stillcharmus. Another element 
that makes The Enchanted Tiki Room have such an impact is that 
you are, literally, “onstage” with the performers. It’s close-up 
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magic. You aren’t just an observer. You are immersed in the show. 
Even with newer, technologically advanced rides (like Indiana Jones), the 
constant crowd outside the Enchanted Tiki Room says we're not as jaded 
as jaded people claim. A lot of us enjoy spending time with joking birds 
and singing flowers, even after riding Space Mountain nine times. ***** 


Kevin Kidney 


Three of the five Disney Parks have the Tiki Room attraction, but only 
Disneyland has retained the original 1963 show. In 1993, the Tahitian 
Terrace was replaced with Aladdin’s Oasis, which did not meet with much 
success and is now unused space. Now, | promise this is not going to 
morph into some bitter and weepy essay on how Disneyland has changed 
over the years, because even though it has, it's still wonderful. But we 
dream that, some day soon, the Tahitian Terrace will return to Disneyland. 
(The timing could not be better!) However, as of this summer, something 
Tiki this way comes to the Disneyland Hotel. To quote from an official 
Disney blogsite: “A ‘smart casual’ dining concept will feature Tahitian 
architecture that is reminiscent of the ‘50s and ‘60s era of the hotel and 
the original Tahitian Terrace restaurant in Disneyland park. A new bar will 
draw on the adventure theme from the Jungle Cruise attraction.” No 
doubt we'll all show up to see this. And Walt Disney's success with Pop- 
Polynesia continues to influence his namesake company. A new Disney 
South Pacific-themed resort, “Aulani”, will open this August in Oahu. 


Walt Disney was, in my opinion, the greatest showman in the world, and 
an amazing visionary. He passed away in 1966 -- five years before Disney 
World opened -- but he was still instrumental in that park’s design and 
beyond. In the documentary, “Walt, the Man Behind the Myth’, it is said 
that, even on his deathbed, he was able to map out his design of Disney 
World. So great was his imagination, he could visualize this gigantic 


F theme park, using the acoustic ceiling tiles in his hospital room like a 
Kevin Kidney and Jody Daily's seminal 1996 Anaheim Museum exhibit “Tiki: Native drawing board. 
Drums in the Orange Grove” featured some fantastic vintage Disney memorabilia. 
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To paraphrase the Tiki Room show, Monsieur and Madamme, it's time to 
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COS 5 : say adieu to this story. But we hope you always remember the amazing 
aS Disneyland * things you have experienced thanks to Walt Disney's genius. Now, please 
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+s *These words are inscribed on Adventureland’s opening day dedication plaque, 
‘which was never installed, so don’t look for it. 


WALT Taste 
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** For those of you unfamiliar with a Dole Whip, itis soft-serve, frozen pineapple 
dessert served on its own or “floated” on top of pineapple juice. It is fantastic. 


( ) Se K *** Courtesy of Wikipedia: “Audio-Animatronics is the registered trademark 
Ia Nepe * for a form of robotics created by Walt Disney Imagineering for shows and 
ENCHANTED attractions at Disney theme parks. An Audio-Animatronic is different from 
android-type robots in that it works off prerecorded moves and sounds, rather 

TiKi than processing external stimuli and responding to them.” 


**** The Offenbach number was removed in the late 1990's, to reduce the 
show length. 


***** The author's personal one-day record. 


Kari Hendler is a television Script Supervisor, photographer and former 
Disneyland Cast Member. Just like the creation of the Enchanted Tiki Room, 
this story was a collaborative effort of wonderful people. Along 
with everyone mentioned in this article, mahalos also go out to 
Humuhumu Trott, Nick Hronis, Kevin Kidney, Frank Reifsnyder, 
Patrick Jenkins and Christopher Merritt for their contributions of 
images and interviews. 
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“Anniversaries” 


The Tiki Ti... oh man, the Tiki Ti! The Book of Tiki... oh wow, the Book 
of Tiki! Anniversaries, IMPORTANT Anniversaries! Hey, does anybody 
remember Partiki? 


Well, we're feeling very grateful these days and we're waxing a bit nostalgic. 
Here's why... 


If you look back at the history of Tiki Farm, you'll find a lot of back line 
stories as they relate to many of our mugs. The stories behind the designs 
have been arguably as important and time withstanding as the designs. 
Truth be told is that hardcore old school Tiki Farm collectors will tell you 
the stories are as important as the designs themselves. How about we 
stick a Tiki stylized caricature atop a cool new Tiki book, with the author 
as the Tiki caricature, okay?! Enlist the talents of all of the great artists 
out there to take their 2-dimensional painted art or 3-dimensional carvings 
and translate their work into the then still underground object d'art of a 
Tiki mug? Yes, let's do it! We gave it a try. Avid Tiki Farm collector Ron 
Senso sums it up well, telling us “a little over 10 years ago Tiki Farm came 
into existence. | started to see their mugs around and at first was a little 
stand-offish. | preferred vintage mugs and | wasn't looking for new mugs. 
Or was I? Well, | guess | was and soon after | started seeing the color 
variations and learning more about the artists and their different styles, | 
found this made the search even more fun”. 


Enter through a hallowed door into the confines of Polynesian Pop Utopia. 
Query as to the beloved cocktail of choice? Offered forth is that which 
is ironically, a mistake. To be more specific, it is “Ray's Mistake”. Welcome 
to Paradise... welcome to the Tiki Ti! The Tiki Ti is about the size of a 2- 
car garage. The Tiki Ti is an institution. The Tiki Ti is awesome! 


Tiki Ti owner Michael Buhen provides us with the following: “This April 
2011 marks the 50th Anniversary of the Tiki Ti. The Tiki Ti was opened 
on April 28th, 1961 by Ray Buhen. 50-years later it is still running strong 
and is ran by Michael Buhen (Ray's son), Mike Buhen and Mark Buhen 
(Ray's grandsons). To celebrate the anniversary, our friend Sven Kirsten 
has resurrected the Tiki Ti original logo as a Tiki mug, and Tiki Farm will 
be manufacturing the mug as part of our “Sven Kirsten Kollection”. Come 
celebrate with us April 27th through the April 30th and get the mug! 
Aloha from the Tiki Ti.’ 


The Tiki Ti mug was a very tricky mug to get to its current state as a 
functioning design. It is fashioned as a Marquesan Tiki statue bonded 
to a functioning, drink-holding bamboo vessel. Extra special attention 
was needed during the bisque and glaze firing processes to make this 
mug a reality. 


Flashback to the fall of 2000... 
Presenting: “The Book of Tiki” by Sven Kirsten World Premier at the La 
Luz de Jesus Gallery in Los Angeles.” 


Time... it does seem to fly indeed! 


Sven's passion for urban archaeology comes through unadulterated in 
his highly coveted body of work, “The Book of Tiki”. There's no question 
that his arduous & passionate work and the resulting publication has 
played a major role in the revitalization of the Tiki scene; Sven's work is 
pivotal and that fact cannot be argued. 


In paying homage to our “Godfather of Tiki”, we proudly present you with 
the "Tiki Reviver” mug designed by the Book of Tiki cover artist, Moritz 
Reichelt! Each Tiki Reviver mug is accompanied with an exclusive “Tiki 
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Reviver” cocktail recipe insert, concocted by the world-renowned mixologist, 
Jeff “Beachbum” Berry. 


Last year, Tiki Farm celebrated our 10th year anniversary with a 2-week long 
exhibition at the La Luz de Jesus Gallery in Los Angeles. Tiki Farm was 
originally conceived under the umbrella of eBachelorpad, the predecessor 
to Tiki Farm. It was eBachelorpad that saw the original online commerce 
offerings of our very first Tiki wares. Our original Tiki mascot (who can still 
be found online at www.tikifarm.com in our “Tiki Theater” section) was our 
beloved “Partiki”. For years, we've held off on doing a Partiki mug. Partiki 
is the sidekick of “Sammy Swank’, your host for eBachelorpad. Partiki was 
always getting himself into trouble and now, Partiki is back! 


Originally designed by myself and eBachelorpad co-founder Charlie Rubel, 
Partiki has been turned into “mug” form by the help of our friend, “the Lord 
of Lowbrow” and world-renowned artist “The Pizz.” Check-out Partiki and 
you'll notice that he's throwin' down a gangsta style “P" sign - Pizz's great 
idea! The stories that Partiki could tell would make Charlie Sheen blush! 


Another important mug coming out is our 3rd collaboration with Appleton 
Estate, exclusive for their Australian market. For you Ozzie readers, be sure 
to keep an eye out for their newest mug designed by the very talented Brad 
Parker (AKA Tiki Shark). It's a massive design and features a Tiki Shark 
designed Hawaiian-style Tiki toting a large rum crate on his shoulders. The 
rum crate itself is the drink vessel portion of the mug and that alone holds 
14 oz. It's big and it's cool... we hope you dig it! 


Brand New... “Front Cover Tiki Mug"! Commencing with this issue of Tiki 
Magazine, Tiki Farm will be producing a limited edition run of the Tiki featured 
on each cover! Currently advertised on the back page of Tiki Magazine, we'll 
be advertising the future availability of this special new Tiki mug a little more 
covertly in future issues. This issue's mug features the front cover art and 
resulting Tiki mug design entitled “The Player” by Sam Gambino. Sam's Rat 
Pack style is evident in this swanky new Tiki mug! For ordering information, 
please visit www.tikifarm.com/tikimagmug.htm. 


To celebrate their 50th anniversary, Sven Kirsten has resurrected the original Tiki-Ti logo 
as a mug fashioned as a Marquesan Tiki statue bonded to a functioning, drink-holding 
bamboo vessel. 
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The Work and World of Kirby 
by Andy Nazzal 


It's 1984 and a bored little 7 year-old boy sits in a Southern 
California church with his family, taking tiny pencil to hymnal, 
scribbling away while deeply dreaming of being a great artist one 
day. On one particularly memorable Sunday morning, his drawing 
caught the eye of an elderly parishioner who came up to young 
Kevin Michael Fleming and said “Oh my God, that is such an 
amazing drawing. It’s the best I've ever seen. You're going to be a 
wonderful artist some day!” Seed securely planted, Kevin, aka 
Kirby recalls, almost 30 years since that encounter “sure enough, 
I've always had that moment in my mind that | would be an artist 
someday. | was always doing a little art throughout all my time at 
school, and when people would approach me saying ‘what are 
you going to do with your life?’ | told them that | wanted to be an 
artist, to walk the earth and make art. Their response was always 
‘good luck with that!” 


Kirby's first encounter with “Tiki” is a familiar scenario to many of 
us; an art lover walks into a thrift store. Kirby remembers “in the 
late 90's, | started going to these stores, looking for tropical, 
paradise scenes in paintings, and that ended up getting me into 
painting tropical landscape scenes myself. | grew up ina really 
religious household, were Tiki was totally taboo. It was in my head 
to stay away from the Tiki aspect, so | just began with the paradise.” 
But within a few years into dabbling with his own versions of 
Hawaiiana art, he came across a few carvings and mugs, and the 
harsh aspect of this benign “taboo” began to wear off within him. 
“| grabbed these first few Tiki pieces because it worked with the 
other pieces | started to collect. The bridge to Tiki happened with 
the Coco Joe’s carvings which really led to a path as | sought out 
more art on eBay, then Tiki Central came in...it was a natural 
evolution. Soon afterwards, | created a little website where! posted 
my tropical paintings, but | kept hearing back from people ‘where 
are all the Tikis?’ so | went back and added them to the paintings. 
It was an interesting first step.” 


Kirby's leap into the world of carving was due, in great part, to 
the influences of Ben Davis, Crazy Al and Bosko. “In fact, it was 
Bosko’s carvings that made me realize what Tiki art and carving 
was all about. | wanted to do it all, and it was a moment where | 
realized | had fallen in love with it all. Finding the art of these three 
guys made me want to do that as well. | felt like | was going from 
zero to a thousand miles per hour. | started off carving a palm 
frond with a dremel tool, carved it up to make a very basic Tiki 
with dust flying everywhere in the room! It was not very good, but 
it just created this path that | was determined to take.” 


He continued his artistic process by creating little Sculpey Tiki 
pendants, then taking them over to the Lucky Tiki, giving them to 
customers for drinks. In this like-minded environment, the word 
of Kirby's art began to spread. Influenced by other artists, he 
grabbed some driftwood and carved those up, putting his own 
spin on each one. During these early days, his now trademark 
“cartoon’ quality characters were born, and they grew and 
developed, one after the other. “| suppose that development came 
from when | was a kid, creating cartoon characters. My first love 
in the world of art was cartoons, so that whimsical look is based 
on something that | enjoy looking at, and it just comes out in my 
style. | want to change it up as well, as | get bored with one type 
of work, so 
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Kirby's creative vision began by drawing in a hymnal at church when he was 7 years old-- 
he's now developed into a full-fledged and multi-talented artist. 


Skull Cap with Carved Frame, 2007 


Amore recent 5 foot Ku, complete with 
hand-painting and intricately carved base. 


I'll always want to take it to another level and do things in a completely 
different media. That's just become part of my style, to keep moving 
my art around. Tiki with a twist.” 


After manytrial runs and lessons learned in what not to do when carving, 
Kirby eventually fell into his own groove with a confidence in his 
capabilities. “Now, carving comes more naturally to me than drawing 
or painting. | can see things while I’m carving that | can’t while I’m 
painting. Once you take that first chip out of some wood, it’s instantly 
three dimensional, and that's just not the case in painting. Many of my 
carving designs come from a basic idea and | reform it as | work. I'm 
always thinking how | can make carvings more unique to myself. Many 
of them don’t necessarily look like a traditional Tiki, and the hard part 
of going freestyle is that you have to make it resemble something that 
people will find familiar, or people won't buy it’ As far as development @% 


Featured Carver (ina) 2X OXORERI ROVER 


with his carver's tools, it was a seminar featuring Ben “Benzart” Davis that 
gave Kirby the tool of choice to further develop his creations. “Once | 
figured out how to use a hook knife, it changed my whole process. It really 
changed my life. It's not an easy thing to master, but once you do, the 
y's the limit. The downsides are the 6 huge gashes in my left hand, but 
when that happens, | simply throw some Superglue on it and | just keep 
on carving!” 


wo 


Though Kirby's whimsical pendants are his mainstay, his masks and large 
pieces are a strong and obvious force within his arsenal, and he embraces 
the appeal that it has to the Tiki community. “I think the masks are some 
my strongest creations. | got into Papa New Guinea art recently, and 
that really speaks to me, so when I'm doing the masks, I’m not necessarily 
trying to mimic that feel but | also try not to veer too far away from it. 
Those masks are so fun to make, but they can take a while to do. The 
design process takes the most time, but once I'm going, my goal is just to 
make it unique.” Kirby reached new heights, both in detail and appearance, 
with the creation of his larger-scale, epic pieces like Da Bamboo Ku, The 
Guard and Wanna be a Lono. “I'm really proud of those and! loved making 
them. | sometimes start by making small versions of what | want to make, 
then | just blow them up into the larger pieces. There's not a lot of leeway 
when it comes to the big stuff. You really have to get it right. You can always 
take wood out, but you can’t put it back!” 
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Most recently, Kirby's art has found a happy home in Los Angeles’ famed 
Tonga Hut, due in large part to owner Jeremy Fleener’s interest in Kirby's 
creations. “Early on, Jeremy commissioned me to make some bar stools, 
which led to other carvings, their anniversary pendants, | designed their t- 
shirt logo and just came out with the Tonga Hut mug with Grog. So with 
one after another, it's helped me take my artistry to the next level.” The 
other establishment that houses a number of his works, as well those of 
his peers, is a destination that some travel across the country to see for 
themselves, Kirby's own home bar, the “Rumpus Room.’ “That place is my 
showcase. If you want to know what | think of Tiki, this is the place to go. 
| love hanging out with my friends here, just like we've done every week 
for two years! It’s become a Tiki destination, for sure.” 


2010's Moai Island combines whimsical abstract wood shapes and painting. 


Tom Morgan 


Though the feature at hand here is Kirby the carver, I'd be remiss in not 
mentioning the other medium that Kirby habitually returns to and excels 
in; painting. “When | became serious about it, | would tell myself that when 
I create one hundred paintings, only then would | consider myself an artist, 
so | would just paint every day. It led to my research of Tiki in that | had 
to look up images of tropical islands to attempt to paint them. Sometimes 
a Tiki would be in those photos, and I'd end up researching that. It's 
important for me to get back to that, to keep ideas flowing that way, but | 
can’t do it constantly, just like carving. | bounce back & forth because | 
need and love those challenges.” 


The woman behind the carver, Kirby's new bride, Polly, has been beside 
Kirby for over 16 years. Having recently returned from Oahu to tie the knot, 
Kirby stoically declares “If! didn’t have her support, there's no way I'd be 
a carver and artist. | wouldn't be who | am. We've always been a team. If 
anything | was a “wanna-be” artist when we first met, so she’s been present 
and positive for every step of the way. I’m sure it's rough for her because 
of my creative chaos. The fact is she’s very strong and she knows how 
happy this makes me.” 


As far as the future is concerned, Kirby is determined to have his carvings, 
big and small, appreciated by the Tiki masses, without a single person left 
out. With a laugh, Kirby proclaims “I want to have everybody at every event 


Truly a multidimensional artist, Kirby has even delved into the art of that I'm at to be wearing one of my pendants. At the very least, I'd like 
the Tiki Mug. His first was a collaboration with Ernie Keen for North 


® Hollywood's Tonga Hut. 
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Uniquely custom pendants such as 
this bride and groom set have been 
one of Kirby's earliest staples and 
continue to be one of the things he 
is most well known for. 


Kirby's masks are an affordable way to own an original piece of functional art. 


everyone to know about my art. As far as the carvings 
themselves are concerned, | don’t want to say | want to do 
more of the same, but instead, more of the same in a much 
better way. The way we talk about the artists of the 50s and 
60s, I’d like years from now people to feel that way about 
my collection, and for them to then give it to their grandkids. 
| want to make my footprint in the modern Poly-pop 
movement.” 


Kirby is surely optimistic about the next generation who, 
like himself, might act on a desire to follow that similar path 
from art admirer to creator. “Eventually | want to be inspiring 
to other artists that might just be getting into it. Once someone 
decides to create art, you should push your own brand and 
stay true to your vision. The best thing to do is to use the 
traditional art and build off of that, imagining yourself in 
that time period, because that’s what we're doing and 
celebrating now. It's also important to use the lessons of 
your peers to help you down the road. | would hope the 
next group of artists would simply continue to push the 
whole development of Tiki in a positive way.’ Perhaps Kirby 
and Polly's young son Tyler will be among that generation 
and follow in his father’s artistic footsteps, but unlike 7 year- 
old Kevin, I'm guessing Tyler will be creating his early art in 
a decisively more “Tikified” temple. 


Kirby's carvings and paintings can be found and purchased 
onthe web pages within Tiki Central www.tikicentral.com 
as well as his website, www.kirbysisland.com 


Andy Nazzal, husband to Debbie and father to sons Joey & 
Sammy, is the founder, composer and producer of Tiki Joe’s 
Ocean. Their latest CD, “Under the Midnight 
Sun” recently won “Best Exotica Album” at this 
year’s Hawaii Music Awards. Tiki Joe’s Ocean 
will be making their debut performance at Tiki 
Oasis 11 this August. www.tikijoesocean.com 


Kirby has completed a number of projects for The Tonga 
Hut, including this 2008 shield which incorporates their 
signature Moai. ® 
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Near the water in Anchorage's Resolution Park is a statue of Cook and 
some informational signs detailing his adventures. 


@ 


exploration. 


the South Seas Club. 


Throughout the ground floor and conference room hallways 
can be found over two dozen murals depicting Cook's voyages. 
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Looking for Tiki in Anchorage 


Story and Images by 
James Teitelbaum 


Captain James Cook (1728-1779) is known to the more studious fans of Polynesian 
Pop as the first European to circumnavigate New Zealand, the third to visit Easter 
Island, and the first to land at Hawai'i. During the 1760s and 1770s, he sailed 
extensively through Polynesia during his three around-the-world voyages of 


Famously, Cook was killed by native Hawai’ians. In 1779, he arrived at Hawai'i 
during Makahiki, the annual festival held in worship of Lono. Certain coincidences 
led some of the Hawai’ians to believe that Cook was Lono. This was all well and 
good until Cook made the mistake of returning to the archipelago during the 
season of Ku - the god of war. Cook was killed at Kealakekua Bay on February 
14, 1779, allegedly by a Hawaiian chief named Kalanimanokahoowaha. 


Monuments to James Cook can be found from Hawai'i to England to Australia 
and at many points between. The Captain's exploits in the Pacific are fascinating, 
and | can virtually guarantee that anyone interested in exploration of the Pacific 
will be well-served by delving into his biography. However, Cook also made it 
north, charting the North American coast from the Pacific Northwest all the way 
up to the Bering Strait. His discovery of the major waterways around southwestern 
Alaska resulted in the 180-mile Cook Inlet being named for the great navigator. 
The city of Anchorage was founded far back into this chilly watershed. Near the 
water in Resolution Park (named for one of Cook's ships), is a statue of Cook 
and some informational signs detailing his adventures. 


Anchorage is not exactly the hotbed for Tiki that the rest of the west coast is. If 
you want to see fascinating and beautiful Inuit and Tlingit totem poles, this is the 
place. They're everywhere. But as we all know, totem poles sure ain't Tikis. 
However, Tiki did once exist in Anchorage. The best-researched example of 
Alaskan Tiki is probably the long-defunct South Seas Club. A menu by famed 
pin-up artist Merlin Enabnit was painted to be reminiscent of the classic Trader 
Vic's menus, but with Alaskan motifs such as bears and prospectors (both of the 
grizzly variety) carousing with Tahitian wahines. Photos of the South Seas Club 
from the early 1940s exist, and indicate that it was between G St. and H St. on 
4th Avenue, which is the main tourist drag in Anchorage, and very close to the 
shores of Cook Inlet. It seems that the club changed its name to Seven Seas Club 
by the early 1950s. It is virtually certain that the South/Seven Seas Club was 
destroyed during the massive earthquake of March 27, 1964. This ‘quake destroyed 
great swaths of Anchorage and of 4th Avenue in particular. Neither my own 
research (conducted in Anchorage during the summer of 2010), nor that of several 
researchers on Tiki Central, have been able to dig up any post-quake evidence of 


However, once upon a time, there was another Tiki bar in Anchorage: Tiki Cove. 
| went in search of it. In hiking to the far end of 4th Avenue, | reconnoitered the 
intriguingly named Hotel Captain Cook, which straddles the block between 4th 
and 5th Avenues. | was thinking that one of the several bars inside the hotel 
might have once (or still!) been the elusive Tiki Cove. Wandering into the lobby, 
| immediately forgot about my mission. | was stunned at what | beheld: a fantastic 
mid-century relic, preserved in a state of perfect stasis. My travel buddy, who has 
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One of the most striking murals in the Cook Hotel is a copy of Cleveley's Death of Cook. 


no interest in either Tiki or mid-century modernism (try to suspend 
your disbelief) wandered back outside while | ran around the hotel 
like a sexually excited Chihuahua, taking pictures and exploring. 


The main building was erected in 1965, right after the great 1964 
earthquake, with additional towers added in 1972 and 1978. The 
hotel was built by future Alaska governor Walter J. Hickel. The Cook 
seems to be the symbol of a rebuilt Anchorage. It is one of the only 
tall buildings downtown, and is the most prominent feature of the 
4th Avenue tourism mile. Overlooking Cook Inlet, and near the 
Captain James Cook monument, this hotel has been preserved just 
as it was built in 1965. Large areas of the lobby are built with 
flagstone and teak walls, octagonal floor tile, and black lacquered 
accents. Reports on internet travel sites indicated that the rooms 
themselves need to be updated, but | can’t speak from first-hand 
experience on this. 


Two dozen murals depicting Cook's voyages decorate the ground 
floor, as well as the hallways between conference rooms on the 
lower level, and the conference rooms on the top floor. Some of 
the paintings are unsigned, some are signed Skilling. Some are 
enlargements of art done by ship’s artists during Cook’s voyages (I 
like the sketch from Australia depicting a “kongaru”). Meeting rooms 
are named after Cook's ships: Resolution, Voyager, and Endeavor. 
Another room is named -- yes -- wait for it: Easter Island. The Whale’s 
Tail restaurant is full of Papua New Guinea carvings, and what they 
claim is a 300-year-old Tahitian War Mask. Some interesting wooden 
screens with Polynesian motifs carved into them line the nearby 
hotel entrance. All four (count ‘em) of the eateries in the hotel are 
decorated with models of 17th or 18th century ships. The building 
is both a tribute to the great Cook, and a fantastic bit of mid-century 
architecture and design. 
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The Captain Cook Hotel is a fantastic aecstny relic, preserved in a state of perfect 
stasis, complete with intricately carved wooden screens with Polynesian motifs. 


Naturally, | stopped in at one of the hotel's bars, Fletcher's, This is a 
curious name for this bar in this hotel: Christian Fletcher was the man 
who led the mutiny against William Bligh on the Bounty. Bligh once 
sailed under Cook's command - and in fact survived the massacre on 
Hawai'i before being given his own command - but Fletcher never 
sailed with Cook. | was pressured into ordering the house special, a 
particularly vile example of the always-undrinkable Kamikaze. It tasted 
like stale lime Kool-Aid. 


Fortunately, better libations can be found nearby. Directly across the 
street from the Hotel Captain Cook is the Corsair restaurant. It looks 
rather uninviting from the outside, as it is located in the basement of 
a virtually windowless concrete box that passes for the annex of a 
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While not the elusive Tiki Cove, The Corsair did please with it's jazz duo, 
impressive cocktail menu, and well-curated booze selection. 


Beast Western hotel. Inside, The Corsair may as well have been an 
annex to the Hotel Captain Cook. Yes, please. The Corsair is decorated 
with a nautical motif not entirely unlike many modern Trader Vic's 
locations, and features a jazz duo in the corner (a guy on piano and a 
woman on bass and vocals). Their cocktail menu is pretty impressive. 
While enjoying a detailed and properly made Sazerac, | admired a well- 
curated booze selection that includes such Alaskan rarities as Chartreuse 
V.E.P, Fernet Branca, Lemon Hart rum, Diplomatico rum, R. L. Seale’s 
rum, plus extensive lists of wine, port, brandy, cognac, armagnac, and 
calvados. All ports and red wines are decanted prior to serving. | am 
convinced that you will not find a selection like this anywhere else north 
of Vancouver. Club Paris, a few blocks away, has a great mid-century 
neon sign, but the drinks are a distant second. 


| asked various people in and around the Cook and Corsair about Tiki 
Cove. A few people in the Hotel Captain Cook said that Tiki Cove used 
to be right there in the hotel; the Whale’s Tail and its collection of Papua 
New Guinea artifacts seemed to support this theory, even though it has 
been extensively remodeled. The bartender at the Corsair, who has 
been working there for thirty-three years, said that Tiki Cove was just a 
few doors down the street. The address he gave me is now a modern 
glass-and-steel office building. Still other local old-timers swore that 
Tiki Cove was further up 4th Avenue, near G Street, but this is where 
the South Seas Club was, so they may have been confused. 


Directly across the street 
from the Cook Hotel is the 
Corsair restaurant, 
decorated with a nautical 
motif not entirely unlike 
many modern Trader Vic's 
locations. 


| any case, this is the joy of exploration. Like James Cook himself, | 
went off to explore, perhaps with certain goals in mind. | may not 
have directly met the goal of discovering the mystery of the Tiki Cove 
in Anchorage, but finding the Hotel Captain Cook and the Corsair 
restaurant made for a satisfying day of discovery in the otherwise 
sleepy town of Anchorage. 


James Teitelbaum is the author of Tiki Road Trip, Big Stone Head: 
Easter Island and Pop Culture, and the forthcoming Destination: 
Cocktails. Please visit www.bigstonehead.com. 


Hotel Captain Cook 
939 W. 5th Avenue, Anchorage AK 
(800) 843-1950 


Corsair Restaurant 
944 W 5th Ave, Anchorage, AK 
(907) 278-4502 


Cook's discovery of the major waterways around southwestern Alaska resulted in the 180-mile Cook Inlet being named for the great navigator. 


D> 


sib: 
‘ | 


\/ 
> 
ir 
les 


Put a little play in your workday with the 


coupon code: 


t ion 


offer mite mF 30/\ 


eee 


_" (). FREE ‘| 
off SulrPing 


Supplies are limited! Offer expires 06/30/11. 
Order at picturesplus.com/tiki or call 866-386-1933. 


4427 Sume Bld. Pov Angeles Califonia QOO2Z7Z 


Wednesday through Saturday 4:00 PM to 2:00 AM 


facebook @ Thi T wwwiliki-b.conm — tuilte@ thi 


Cocktail Music from Outer Space 
by Jeff Chenault 


Capitol Records released their Grammy award winning 
Ultra-Lounge series in the mid-1990s. Since then, the 
Lounge/Exotica scene has garnered an ever growing fan 
base craving for an easy listening paradise. New bands 
like the Waitiki 7, Tikiyaki Orchestra and Tiki Joe's Ocean 
are not only enjoying this resurgence but embracing it 
and making it their own. Even in this circuit-bending 
world of today, the Theremin, that bizarre instrument 
that you play by waving your hands around in the air, 
has become popular again. Sometimes the simplest 
things work the best! 


The sound of Project: Pimento can best be described as 
a top-shelf easy listening cocktail made with equal parts 
Lounge, Jazz, Space-Age Pop and topped off literally 
with an electronic floater. Their "out-of-this-world" 
approach to classic lounge standards combined with 
the sultry vocal styling of Lola Bombay and the ethereal 
tones ofthe Theremin putthem ina classall bythemselves. 
By combining different types of music into something 
totally new and refreshing, Project: Pimento have 
captivated the musical imaginations of a new generation. 


The band's current line-up consists of Robby Virus on 
Theremin, Lola Bombay (Lori Carsillo) on vocals, 
Gentleman Jack (Jay Stapleton) on guitar and Aaron 
Wallbanger (Aaron Kierbel) on drums. Special guests 
have included the talents of Micah Martini (drums) Baron 


Magical Moods of the Theremin 


PP's first CD, 2003's Magical Moods of the Theremin, which 
contains the highlights Sway, Diamonds are Forever, Bali Ha'i and 
the crowd favorite Star Trek. 
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The sound of Project: Pimento can best be described as a top-shelf easy listening cocktail made with 
equal parts Lounge, Jazz, Space-Age Pop and topped off literally with an electronic floater. 


PP shared their unique musical vision with the crowds at 2010's Tiki Oasis in San Diego. 


Karl von Stoli (bass) and organist Wil "Straight Bourbon" Blades. 
Last year at Tiki Oasis 10, | had the opportunity to talk with Lola Bombay and Robby 
Virus about their musical interests and the futuristic sounds of the Theremin. 


JC: When did you form Project: Pimento and where did the name come from? 

RV: Project: Pimento was formed in the late 1990's. | had previously played in 
various punk and alternative bands for years but had just started playing the Theremin 
and was also just getting into lounge music. The combination seemed irresistible. 
The original idea was to do mostly Theremin-driven instrumentals with vocals on 
about half the songs. But it didn't work. The Theremin is a great solo instrument 
but too much of it is off-putting, so we ratcheted up the vocals and pulled the 
Theremin back a bit. | think we're rather unique in how we use the Theremin in 
the band, as just another instrument (albeit a quirky one), and not as a solo instrument 
with a backing band. As far as the name, we wanted something that sounded 


Rio Constantini 


Kari Hendler 
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space-agey atomic yet related to cocktails. 
One drunken evening the original guitarist 
and | were tossing out name ideas. | said 
"Project Mercury" and he said "The Pimentos" 
and we both said "Project: Pimento" with a 
colon. The colon is key. It's the only name 
the band ever had. 


JC: How does being in Project: Pimento differ 
from other groups you have 

sung with? 

LB: Project: Pimento is definitely a band with 
a sense of humor. It's a lot of fun to play these 
songs and watch people react to the Theremin. 
People are really fascinated by the Theremin 
and almost always come up and ask Robby 
aboutit. | see people lip-synching to the words 
all the time. For example, the lyrics to "Star 
Trek" are fun & funny and it's hilarious to watch 
people light up whenthey makethe connection 
and hear some of the rather silly words, like 
" strange love a star woman teaches...” 

| also sing straight-ahead & original jazz with 
atrio or quartetatvarious clubs and restaurants, 
weddings, etc., which | love, but there's an 
element of seriousness that | feel you must 
put forward in that setting. | still have fun 
singing jazz, sometimes the vibe depends on 
who I'm playing with, what kind of attitudes 
people have or moods they're in, but there's 
more of a serious, contemplative vibe in the 
room than when I'm playing with Pimento. 


In Project: Pimento, we are serious about what 
we do but | think the band & its vibe creates 
a kind of festive atmosphere and it's infectious 
to the audience. | think the audience generally 
understands that we are trying to have fun 
with this music and they feel it too. 


JC: How did you discover the Theremin and 
how has it influenced your sound? 

RV: | read about the Theremin about 15 years 
ago and instantly wanted to play one. 
Something about playing an instrument by 
just moving your hands in the air appealed to 
me (I grew up playing cello and electric bass). 
It took me a few years to actually find a 
Theremin. Then | struggled to learn to play it 
even though it came with an instructional 
video. | was lucky enough to be able to attend 
a Theremin workshop in Asheville, NC in 1997, 
where | got to meet Bob Moog andtake lessons 
from Lydia Kavina, probably the best Theremin 
player alive! 
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The sultry vocal styling of Lola Bombay, AKA Lori Carsillo help put PP in a class all by themselves. 


JC: Where do you find lyrics to songs that were 
more commonly known as instrumentals? Do 
you record original songs or only covers? 

RV: We have always done only covers. Although 
several of us in the band write songs, it's hard 
to write something that will fit into your set 
between an Ellington song and a Mancini song 
and be able to stand on its own. We've lucked 
out finding instrumentals with rare lyrics. | 
found sheet music to Star Trek and saw it had 
lyrics and a friend of the band found us a cover 
of Hawaii Five-O with lyrics. 


RECORDED IN HYPER SowicSTEREQ) SOUND... the pinnacle of hi-fidelity! 
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JC: What other kinds of music do you 

listen to? 

RV: | like all kinds of stuff. Jazz, New Wave, 
Alternative, Punk, Classic Rock and some 
Country and Bluegrass. | grew up playing in an orchestra so | like some classical music as 
well. | guess Rap and Hip Hop is the only thing | really don't listen to. The Ultra-Lounge 
series was really my introduction to lounge music per se, but the borderline between lounge 
and jazz is fairly nebulous. | listen to a lot of old 1920's-1960's jazz. My all-time fave is 
Duke Ellington. Too bad he never used a theremin as far as | know. 

LB: | love so many different kinds of music. | grew up with mostly classical, opera and jazz 
around the house (and lots of 80s pop and "modern/alternative rock" in my bedroom as a 
teenager!). My sister is a classical violinist, so | heard violin music in the house all the time 
growing up and attended tons of her concerts and also professional symphonies. My mother 
plays piano and sings and would either be playing the piano or playing music on the stereo 
or radio, or making up goofy songs for us. My dad introduced me to jazz - particularly vocalists 
like Peggy Lee, who he saw live in 1961 in San Francisco, Julie London & Ella Fitzgerald, 
among others) and he introduced me to the Beach Boys, the Beatles, Elvis and various others 
(lots of 50s music!) | love lounge music, Latin jazz, instrumental jazz, vocal jazz, classical, 
some hip-hop, some country (like Johnny Cash & Willie Nelson), some electronica, some 
folk, some pop music. | rarely avoid a song because it's credited to a certain genre that I'm 
not familiar with or haven't had the best luck with, until | give it a chance. If it's good music, 
| want to hear it! 


2007's Space Age Love Songs delivers classics such as Walk 
on By, Moon River, Quiet Village, Brazil and more, done 
only the way PP can! 


Dilip Lama 


Jay Stapleton AKA Gentleman Jack. 


A new Tiki/Hawaiian-themed CD could be in works and released 
(60) as soon as 2011. Keep your eyes and ears out for it! 


Kari Hendler 


Kari Hendler 
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JC: How did you get involved playing the Theremin for the Hellboy 
movie? 

RV: We played a show at the Bigfoot Lodge in LA and Buck 
Sanders, who was a big fan of the Theremin, came to see us. 
Buck is the right-hand man for film composer Marco Beltrami 
and he suggested that Hellboy should have a Theremin. Marco 
said “sounds good” and the next thing | know I'm recording at 
Skywalker Sound. It was spectacular! 


JC: Any upcoming shows coming up? 
LB: For upcoming gigs, things have been pretty harsh for live 
music in and around the Bay Area. A lot of places have closed 
or are doing poorly and live music is the first thing that gets cut. 
We do have a pretty regular Tuesday night gig at Park Chalet in 
San Francisco. The next one is March 8th and that should hopefully 
continue on a monthly basis. We also have a couple private gigs 
in the fall including a wedding at Cafe du Nord, San Francisco 
(a great place), and a corporate gig in downtown SF. 

JC: Any word on a "new" release? 

LB: Yes! We are talking about doing a new CD sometime this 
year. We are playing around with the idea of a Tiki/Hawaiian- 
themed CD. We are also starting to work on some originals. We 
do a version of the Mad Men theme with words written by me. 
We will be rolling out some new tunes in the next few months 
and figuring out what we'd like to record. 

RV: We want to start working on a new release in 2011. We're 
still batting around ideas but a Tiki-themed album is a definite 
possibility. 


Project: Pimento currently has two CD's available Magical Moods 
of the Theremin (2003) and Space Age Love Songs (2007). Both 
discs offer an eclectic mix of lounge standards like "Call Me" and 
"Sway" to jazzy spy themes "You Only Live Twice" and Diamonds 
are Forever." Even classic Exotica tracks "Quiet Village" and "Bali 
Hai" get the space-age treatment. 


Hopefully the electro- exotic sounds of Project: Pimento will be 
coming to a jungle near you! 


Jeff Chenault is a Music Historian and writer who is currently 
writing the Book of Exotica. He is currently producing a series 
of rare and unreleased Exotica music on Dionysus Records. 


For more information on Project Pimento please visit their official 
website at www.projectpimento.com 
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Mainlanders' hard working staff: Benny Villalobos, David Villalobos, Denise Harris, Michelle Walashek, Scott Riddick and master carver Ricardo Geyer 


San Diegos Tiki Superstore 


by Matthew Rios 
Images by Manny Santiago 


No one ever said that being a tikiphile would be easy. Since our 
culture is relatively unknown to the rest of the world, we have to 
make do with what we can get. Our eyes search through every 
thrift store for slightly used mugs. We travel garage sales for velvet 
paintings and dented carvings. And if you can't find it, you make 
it. That's what so inspirational about people like us: the struggle, 
the passion, and the drive. And it’s these feelings and emotions 
that | found prevalent at Mainlanders. 


A tiki-sight for sore eyes, Mainlanders is a 3,500 square foot tropical 
décor store located in downtown San Diego. But before that, it 
used to be a 3 story tiki-paradise near La Mesa, California. And 
before THAT, it was an online import web store, based out of a 
warehouse. 


...maybe we should start from the beginning. 


The roots of Mainlanders first sprouted in June of 2005, with married 
couple Michelle Walashek and Scott Riddick, two local business 
majors who got the idea to start up an online store where people 
could buy all manner of tropical items and articles. The company, 
Culbertson Imports, LLC,carried everything from thatch and bamboo 
poles, to imported tiki masks and carvings, which were stored in a 
warehouse off of University Ave. The website did well for Michelle 
and Scott and as time went on, certain factors began to push their 
business into something much more. The large amount of goods 
that couldn't be held in the warehouse had to be housed inside of 
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10 storage units (which began to become quite costly). And while 
business was good for them, having their main center relatively 
hidden wasn’t bringing a ton of attention their way. Around this 
time, a local nightclub was looking into taking over the unassuming 
warehouse and the couple was offered the large building right in 
front. With all these factors in place, the two knew what they had 
to do: “We decided to turn into a brick and mortar store...we 
became retail overnight-it was a real quick decision”, commented 
Michelle. And by 2007, the store known as Mainlanders had officially 
opened its doors. The new storefront was an 11,000 sq. foot, 3- 
story building that had everything you could possibly want...and | 
mean everything. The store featured several different sections 
for all your tropical needs, including multiple aisles packed with 
carved tiki masks and statues, décor for bathrooms, and wicker 
shelves dedicated to monkey paraphernalia. There was a pirate 
themed room full of skulls, flags, and brightly colored floaters. 
Moving down the hallway, one would discover bamboo poles 
stacked high as well as tiki bars available for rent. Continuing 
even further, the walls showcased various types and lengths of 
thatch ready for purchase. The hallway would give room to 
another large showcase, chock-full of wooden signs, totems, and 
various pieces of furniture. And of course, one cannot mention 
Mainlanders without bringing up their tiki mug room. Yes, you 
heard right: an entire room housing ONLY tiki mugs, shakers, shot 
glasses, and scorpion bowls, all for sale. 


...and that was only the first floor. 
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Mainlanders carries an abundant stock of bamboo, thatching, matting, carved masks, statues, signs, mugs and more! 


Thetop floor housed an art gallery, containing statues and _ paintings 
while the third floor served as a work area for all of the in-house 
carving done, as well as a place to hold them. | remember at 
first visit, | was blown away. And | wasn’t just the only one. 
Michelle reflected on the publics’ initial response at the opening: 
“People fell in love with a flagship tiki store to go to. And because 
of that, we kept it open longer than we should have. Any sane 
person would have probably closed the store.” Michelle wasn’t 
talking about the product they sold or crowd they met, but about 
the fact that she and Scott had more experience with online sales: 
“We had NEVER been in the retail world before,” commented 
Michelle. “It was a very different world from wholesale, with 
the housing, shipping, and internet. Paychecks were going to 
pay new employees and we also had to work other jobs.” 


While Mainlanders did well over the next 4 years at this venue, 
the owners decided it was time for a new change of pace. While 
the store front was very, very large and easy to see, it wasn’t 
located in the most tiki-friendly area of San Diego. Michelle 
mentioned that: “The old location wasn’t attracting enough traffic 
to sustain the overhead and what it took to run the business. We 


were forced to look for other locations in this economy.’ And after 
some searching, a new locale was found in downtown San Diego. Just 
blocks away from Petco Park (The San Diego Padres baseball stadium), 
the convention center (home of the world famous Comic-Con 
International), and most importantly, the San Diego coastline, rests the 
brand new neighborhood for Mainlanders. The first thing | noticed 
when walking over to it was the dramatically different size: 3.500 sq. ft 
(almost a third of the original shop's size). “Now, don't let the size 
scare the readers," Michelle warned me during our interview. “Because 
everyone that’s been in the old store and now the new location likes 
this one better. It's so condensed- it’s easier to find things.” In fact, 
this was the first feeling to hit me as | walked in. | was a constant 
customer at the original store; buying bamboo and thatch for my 
makeshift tiki room on my apartment's balcony (that still isn't completed), 
so | knew the place pretty well. But now with a smaller space, the 
best and brightest of everything has been laid out and encapsulated 
into a remarkable shopping experience. Large palm fronds loom over 
you as you walk from area to area, with each one spilling into the next. 
Tall bamboo poles give way into furniture, which leads you to masks 
and carvings that place you right into tiki mug central-a wonderful 
tropical maze. Despite the reduced size, Michelle mentioned that the 


When they started out, 10% of their Tikis were made in-house...now it's become 100%. 


move has already proven to be a great success: “We LOVE the new 
downtown vibe. It's brought in 10 times the visitors, probably 20 
times-it's amazing the difference in foot traffic.’ 


In the face of adjustments, many things remain the same. Mainlander's 
famous guestbook still resides by the resister, informing everyone on 
it about their yearly anniversary luau. And the store’s private Tiki 
Farm mug collection is still proudly displayed for all to see. Another 
tradition that has carried over is the continuation of in-house created 
items, more specifically, tiki carvings. Michelle explained that “When 
we started out, 10% of our tikis were made here and now it's become 
100%. We've become a lot more skilled at tiki and a lot more 
educated with design.” The reason for this change, surprisingly, was 
the downward economy: “One good thing about it was that it brought 
out a pool of skilled labor, to the point where it was really affordable 
tous.” Mainlanders now has a staff that includes in-house carpenters, 
tiki carvers, and installers for specific items such as palapas. 


Despite the fact that the store just moved in October, future plans 
are already being cooked up. New products, such as Polynesian 
apparel and Hawaiian coffees and chocolates are being optioned. 
Also, with the amount of tropical themed parties around San Diego, 
Mainlanders is working on marketing the rental aspect of their business 
more, with products like tiki bars, statues, and custom furniture. But 
the biggest plan in the works involves the store expanding into a 
whole new market: “If we continue to have the same good response 
that we've been having, we have plans to create an 800 sq. ft. Pirates 
of the Caribbean themed café” Michelle seemed pretty excited about 
this idea, which has been in the plans since the original Mainlander's 
inception. The space right next door is being offered to Michelle and 
Scott in the spring, which would double the store’s size, allowing this 
new addition to take shape. “The store will have portholes looking 
into Mainlanders at the booths. We don’t want to imitate the ride, 
but to re-create the intimate, romantic feeling of it.” 


@ 


(continued) pA oO CXC » G 


mee a é 


<)> Jd cn 4 


Mainlanders is a 3,500 square foot tropical decor store 
located right in the heart of downtown San Diego, just blocks 
from Petco Park, the San Diego Padres baseball stadium. 


It's easy to sit back and read about the store picking up and moving, 
but the fact of the matter is, is that it’s really a big struggle for a small 
business. After everything was said and done, it was a long, hard 
battle to get the new shop into shape. Michelle mentioned that: 
“We were glad to be out of the old place...it was a very smooth 
transition emotionally. Physically, it just about killed us. We didn't 
realize how many trips we had to make.” Of course, re-locating was 
just the first part of the journey. Working in a niche market, means 
creating a specific and good looking storefront. While their new site 
had what they were looking for, it didn’t come without additional 
effort. Scott reflected on the work put into renovating the new 
space: “The new location was in dire shape-it just didn’t look good 
at all. When friends came in, they were kind of depressed looking 
atit. If you sawit before, you wouldn't believe how much it changed. 
People that came in later couldn't believe it was the same place.” 


And _ as anyone who works for their own business or enterprise knows, 
money doesn’t grow on trees (because if it did, we'd all be farmers). 
In this downturned, modern economy, people have to do what they 
need to in order to survive and attempt to thrive...and it sure isn’t 
easy. One of the reasons for the move to the new location was for 
Michelle and Scott to save money, by operating out of a smaller area. 
Mainlanders has also been working with local tree cutters who provide 
them the refuse trees that normally would be simply thrown away 
in landfills. This way, the store creates their tikis for less and helps 
cut down on waste. 


So why do all of this? Why sacrifice so much? Why struggle so 
hard against the tides of a bad economy, new locations, and extra 
labor? After talking with Michelle and Scott, the answer was so 
simple and clear: the love of what they do. As Michelle discussed 
the history and changes to the business, she was beaming with pride 
at what had been accomplished: “It's really passion driven, | can’t 
say that enough. Part of me wishes it weren't, because we wouldn't 
be in such financial situations. 
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In fact, most of our revenue comes from the internet site, but the 
growth of Mainlanders is slowly catching up. But if the store had 
to close, we'd close the whole business. Once the passion is gone, 
we're moving on.” Mainlanders worked its way up from being an 
internet-based business, working out of a simple warehouse to 
becoming San Diego’s largest tropical décor center. And there's a 
trail of blood, sweat, and tears to prove it. As Michelle so perfectly 
summarized it: “| believe you can’t really make money without 
passion-the passion coming first. Our dream is that the money will 
follow later, but for now we're just gonna ride the passion.’ 


A special thanks to Michelle and Scott for taking time out of their 
schedules to sit down and talk with me. In turn, they would like 
to thank Denise, Benny, Brett, David, and Ricardo: the heart and 
soul of Mainlanders, for being a crucial part of their continual success. 


Mainlanders is located at 502 7th Ave San Diego, CA 92101. 
For more information, check out their website: 
http://www.tropicaltikis.com 
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Reviving Tiki Culture on the 
Island of Manhattan 


By Craig & Jacqueline Campbell 


Steve Pang 


When my wife Jackie and | moved to New York City one of the first 
things we did was look for a bar to call our own. Naturally, New York 
has no shortage of clubs and pubs. We tried everything from Barcade, 
which served up suds and Pong, to the Beauty Bar, a club styled after 
a mid-century salon. A few rounds of Galaga and Brooklyn Lager are 
great, and sitting in a vintage hairdryer chair, sipping a Cosmo has 
plenty of appeal, but we had to move on. We still hadn't found “our 
place.” 


Eventually we stumbled into a bar in the Lower East Side called Otto's 
Shrunken Head. Tiki gods greeted us at the door and | felt a chill of 
excitement run up my spine. | knew how that haole Captain Cook must 
have felt when he first rowed up to Easter Island. The natives were 
friendly. There was no cover and a live surf band was playing in the 

sal back room. Behind the bamboo bar industrious mixologists were 
The interior features decor from Oceanic Arts, Crazy Al, and finds from the Coney Island pouring layers of rum and exotic juices into skulls and glowing glasses. 
Russian flea market and second-hand stores. We were home. 


Many Mai-tai's later Jackie and | decided we couldn't keep this discovery 
to ourselves. We contacted co-owner Nell Mellon to see if we could 
ask some questions and take some pictures and she rolled out the 
bamboo mat. Combining work and pleasure had never been this sweet. 
Sampling Otto's bartender Mishelle Meow's cocktails and listening to 
Brooklyn R&B band The Othermen, | didn't have any questions, Otto's 
was the answer. Later, a bit hung over, Nell and | got down to the 
archeology of Otto's Shrunken Head. 


Jacqueline Campbell 


Tiki Magazine: How did Otto's begin? 


Co-owner Steve Pang and | first became friends while discussing a 
mutual interest and admiration of the old Tiki bars and drinks. We 
were both regulars at another bar in the Lower East Side and the 
bartender wanted to do a "Tiki Night” at her bar. So | told her | could 
give her a bunch of recipes and Steve volunteered his art skills to 
make flyers. It was then that a friendship began. In 2002 our small 
group of native New Yorkers and one Pittsburghian got together and 
decided that New York City did not have a decent Tiki Bar since the 
demise of Hawaii Kai in Times Square and the destruction of Trader 
Vic's at the Plaza Hotel by Ivana Trump. We approached our friend and 
fellow Tiki aficionado/Club Owner Deb Parker (owner of Beauty Bar 
& Barmacy) about buying Barmacy and transforming it into New York 
City's own little Tiki oasis. With her blessing and the blessings of all 
the South Sea Gods, Otto's Shrunken Head opened in the summer of 
2002. The goal was to bring the laid back island vibe of the South 
Pacific to New York City. Manhattan is after all, an island. 


Who designed the bar? 


Steve Pang (one of the owners) gets the credit for the look of the bar. 
He had the artistic vision and knew how to carry it out. Additional 
pieces have appeared thru the years through other owners and regulars 
bearing gifts. The carved Tiki head speakers in the backroom were 
created by Crazy Al. The giant Tiki heads in the front window and the 
one by the photo booth were carved by Wayne Coombs from Mai Tiki. 
The blowfish lights and much of the thatching was purchased at 
Oceanic Arts. The exotic Polynesian women prints were beautifully 
framed with these amazing frames found at the Coney Island Russian 
flea market. The album covers decorating the bathroom walls have 
been scavengered from second-hand stores from the east-west coast. 


Otto's owner Nell Mellon serves up one of their most popular drinks, the glow 
@ in the dark Pang's Punch. 
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Brad Finch 


Walking along E 14th St, potential customers couldn't help but be intrigued by the custom 
neon, band flyers and collection of Tikis, skulls, vintage mugs and other Hawaiiana 
cramming the front windows. 


Can you describe your involvement in the Tiki scene? 


Both Steve and | have attended various tiki events over the years from 
Tiki Oasis to the Hukilau. | was a guest bartender at a Tiki Oasis when it 
was still in Palm Springs. Although not online regularly we both visit the 
Tiki Central site and have meet-ups at the bar. | am The Intoxicating Nell 
and Steve is Tastysp. | sometimes feel guilty I'm not on Tiki Central more, 
but I really try to spend most of my time with the computer off. Besides, 
typing gets in the way of my Mai-Tai. Now you tell me what is more 
important, being online or drinking rum-based drinks out of ceramic 
mugs? | thought so! 


| also enjoy traveling and always look up the local Tiki bar wherever | am 
(Berlin, Prague, London....). I'm going to Cambodia and Thailand in January, 
so I'll definitely be on the lookout. | suspect I'm more likely to find new 
bar decorations there. 


How much do you know about the history of Tiki bars in NYC? 


The two main ones were Hawaii Kai in Times Square and Trader Vic's at 
the Plaza Hotel by Ivana Trump. Both of those are sadly gone. The Hawaii 
Kai has a huge history, which I'm sure most of the Tiki Magazine readers 
are familiar with. 


What do you know about the previous bar, Barmacy? 


The space was originally Thomas' Pharmacy. Deb Parker turned into a 
theme-bar (her specialty) called Barmacy and left most of the original 
decorations: old cabinets chock full of old glass medicinal bottles, 
prescription pads, tabletop jukeboxes by the soda jerk counter, etc. Today 
the floor inside the door still has the marble RX to greet you. 


Who developed the drink menu? 


I researched the various recipes floating around and decided which to 
use for the bar. Reading everything from Beachbum Berry's books to 
Trader Vics and Sven Kirsten's Book of Tiki. Clearly, the basis on which 
every Tiki bar is judged is its drink menu. We offer a mixture of classic 
drinks (Mai Tai, Singapore Sling, Suffering Bastard) and new house- 
brewed concoctions (Pang's Punch, Shrunken Skirt, and Naughty Nell). 
Our drinks are made with some fresh juices, the finest ingredients, and 
a lotta love. They are not necessarily a purist's Tiki drink, but people come 
back for them. 


DORA 


The front window beckons thirsty travelers with several Wayne Coombs Tikis. 


Where did the name come from? 


A mix and match of column A, B and C. You take a bunch of names in column 
A. Then add a bunch of adjectives in column B. Top it off with a bunch of 
nouns in column C. Now mix and match till something fits the attitude of a 
NYC rock and roll Tiki bar. Ironically, Otto was the name we liked and it is 
fitting that there is a prominent and active participant (Otto von Stroheim) 
in the Tiki world with the same name. | guess you could say we're paying 
some respects. 


Do any notable patrons frequent Otto's? 


If you mean famous, yes we have had Debbie Harry, Michael Myers, Robert 
Downey Jr., Ron Livingston, Lenny Kaye (Patti Smith's guitarist), Sylvan Sylvan 
and Sami Yaffe (of Hanoi Rocks and the New York Dolls), Alan Cummings, 
Asia Argento, Natasha Lyonne.... You never know who will walk in the door. 
Some regulars roll in on roller skates (NOT blades) covered in tinsel, one 
brings his pet chinchilla rabbits inside his shirt, some are wearing vampire 
contacts, others are dressed head to tow in retro 50's, some are construction 
guys at the end of the day, retirees, etc. We have a rotating mix of regulars 
that we love. They add so much flavor to the bar. 


How do you find skilled mixologists? 

Being a barfly helps. Everyone on the staff is like family. Everyone working at 
the bar is either a friend of one of ours (the owners) or someone who came 
recommended by one of our current staff. We are very lucky that way to not 
be hiring strangers off the street. 


You have a talented crew. 


We have been active in the Coney Island Mermaid Parade for several years. 
We have two Ist place prize-winning floats and one for best musical group. 


Thank you Nell! 


Drink Tiki = Live Happy 


(See photographs of the Otto's Shrunken Head Mermaid Parade float at 
ottosshrunkenhead.com) 


Jacqueline and Craig Campbell are freelance journalists and perform in the 
garage band Rock 'n' Roll Monkey and the Robots. 
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Steve Pang 


OXOX 


OOOOH 
XOOOW 


SS 
x 
eS 
% 
nA 
S 
S 


©) 
© 


OOOO 


NOOO 


Anal 5-020 
OOOOWOWOOOOX 


O® 


CAMPING, SWIMMING, LUAU AND PIG ROAST, 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT, COCKTAIL BAR. 
BBQ AND FIRE PITS AND MORE... 


A TROPICAL OASIS IN THE DESERT, JUST A FEW SHORT 

HOURS FROM LOS ANGELES, ORANGE COUNTY, SAN DIEGO AND 

LAS VEGAS, JUST OFF OF HISTORIC ROUTE 66. BRING YOUR TRAVEL 
TRAILER OR TENT, OR RENT ONE OF OUR VINTAGE CAMPER TRAILERS. 


UA-COMING EYENTS 
April 15-17 - “The Gathering” Oct 14-16 - “Goin’ Primitive !" 


Matty Soe a 


LAKESIDE CAMPING AND LUAU GROUNDS PRIM® 


MAWAN'S OFIGINAL BEER 


Ces 


www.mojaveoasis.com 


SOUTH SEAS DRIVE-IN THEATER 


By Ron Ferrell 


Like many Polynesian Restauran 


ts, the Drive-In Theater has all but 


disappeared from America’s landscape. Some of us remember the 
evenings as children when going to the movies was second only to 
going to a theme park. A few bucks for a carload of movie fans usually 


started with a cartoon, coming attra 


ctions, the main feature, intermission, 


more coming attractions and a second feature. The following is a 


sample of what may have been 
you... 


Donovan’ Reef-1963 


This breezy South Seas tale was 


playing on an outdoor screen near 


filmed in Technicolor by Academy 


Award winning director John Ford. Ex-Navy men, Dr. Dedham (Jack 
Warden) and “Guns” Donovan (John Wayne) set up residence on the 
tropical island of Haleakaloha after WWII. “Guns” operates a bar and 
widower Dedham has a medical practice on the island, has married a 
local Polynesian woman, and raised a family. Dedham’s daughter from 
Boston comes looking for her Father to sort out the family will, with 
complications ensuing. More trouble comes from former Navy shipmate 
“Boats” Gilhooley (Lee Marvin) who shares a birthday and ongoing 
brawls with Donovan. Dorothy Lamour, whoplayed a sarong clad native 
in many South Seas movies, is “Boats” girlfriend. The exteriors were 


shot on the island of Kauai. If you 


have been there you may recognize 


Waiamea Canyon, Nawiliwili Harbor, and Hanamaulu Beach where the 
village was built. The movieis full of Hawaiian music, clothes and Tikis! 
There are two large Tikis by the beach where the boats come in and a 


large Tiki at Donovan's residence. 


While the interior of Donovan's Reef 


is nautical (fish nets, floats, clam shells, shark jaws) there are a couple 


of nice Tikis flanking the entrance. 


Donovan's Reef is a good major studio South Seas motion picture that 


doesn't take itself too seriously, 
Studios. 


Forbidden Island-1959 


What do the Hawaiian Island of 


Available on DVD from Paramount 


Niihau, a board game, a Tiki Bar in 


Alameda, CA, and an Exotica album by Martin Denny have in common? 


The title of this B-movie from the 


the leader of a group of salvage di 


large emerald from a sunken ship 


late 50s of course. Jon Hall stars as 
ivers that arrange a deal to recover a 
that may also contain evidence of a 


murder. Watch for the weapon hidden in a belt buckle. 


Jon Hall acted with the beautiful 
movies than you can shake a Mai 


Dorothy Lamour in more South Sea 
Tai with. While she is not in this one 


we are blessed with the acting “talents” of Nan Adams who can be 
seen in a few episodes of the television series Sea Hunt. Speaking of 
Mai Tais, the opening scene where the plan is hatched takes place in a 


bar in the Philippines. One of Jon's 
to Martin Denny (who appears a 
speaking part) the bar scenes were 


crew orders a “Rum Triple”. According 
s Marty the piano player and has a 
filmed inside Trader Vic's in Honolulu. 


What appears to be a low budget movie comes from another big 


Hollywood studio, Columbia Pictu 


res. Originally shot in color, it has so 


far only been shown on late night television in black & white. While 
some of the acting falls into the “so bad it's good” category this is a 
fun movie and one of my personal favorites. The underwater scenes 


were filmed at Silver Springs, Flo 
Oahu. A soundtrack for the movi 
titled “Atlantis in Hi Fi”. No officia 


tida. While the rest were filmed on 
e was released on Carlton Records 
| DVD release. 


Coming Attractions: | Sailed ToTahiti With An All Girl Crew, Pearl Of 
The South Pacific, She Gods Of Shark Reef, Thunder Over Hawaii, Hell's 
Half Acre, One Way Wahine, Voodoo Island, Jungle Heat, plus many 


© Paramount Pictures 
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Where is Jour TIKI Magazine? | 


Felix and Irene at Sculptures by the Sea in Bondi Beach, Australia 


Do you read your 
Tiki Magazine 
in interesting places? 


IE so, e-mail your picture to info®TikiMagazine.com 
and you might be in our next issue. 
‘Note: Please make sure submitted images are at least 8°X5" © B00dpi. 


Paul “PiPhiRo” Rapp at Ranu Raraku, Easter Island 


Jack Horner at the KA'U Outpost, Ocean View, HI on the Big Island. 


KON-TIKI MUSEET 


ongorrse 


Chris Warriner at Tiki Village, Surfers Paradise, Queensland , Australia. 
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“Mortgages & Mai-Tai’s... 
Whatta Life!” 


Professional and Confidential Service 
for all of your 
Real Estate and Mortgage 
requirements, 
call Chris Garland 
562-500-9800 
or email 
mysmartloan@yahoo.com 


“Let me make your Vacation 
Dreams come true!” 


For all your 
Travel and Cruise requirements, 
call Karen Stuetz (WooHooWahine) 
949-582-1324 
or email 
woohoowahine@yahoo.com 


While. 


Custom Tropical Décor 


new location located in the Gaslamp Quarter on th ave, and land street dovatown Sa Diego 


Complete Party rental service | 
available at preat prices! “4 
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TIKI] FARM PRESENTS... 


TI MAGAZINE FONT COUER 
LIMITED EDITION TIKI MUG 


SERIES NA. 1, EDITION NA. 1 


WITH THIS ISSUE AND EACH FORTHCOMING ISSUE OF > onipans iN \4-HARAT GOLD nt 
TIK| MAGAZINE, TIKI FAAM WILL BE PRODUCING A 4 

LIMITED EDITION OF 250 TIHI MUGS FEATURING THE 
TIK| GOO SHOWN ON THE COVER. THESE MUGS WILL 
NOT BE ADVERTISED THROUGH THE TIKI FAAM WEBSITE, 
EMAIL BLAST OA ANYWHERE ELSE OTHEA THEN HERE In 
TIKI MAGAZINE. FUTURE PROMOTIONS OF THESE 
SPECIAL MUGS WILL BE FOUND SOMEWHERE WITHIN 
THE MAGAZINE AND WILL BE FAR LESS OBUIOUS THAN 


~— 


THIS BACH PAGE ADVERTISEMENT. EACH MUG COMES WITH A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY, 
DESI¢NEO BY SAM gAMaino SIGNEO AND NUMBERED BY THE DESIGNER, SAM GAMBINO 
* 


WWW.SAMEAMBINO.com 


eon ORDERING INFOAMATION VISIT: ‘ 
WWUW.TIHIFARM.COM/TIKIMAGMUG.HTM 


TIHIFARM.COM we 
(800) 357-3360 “PURVEVORS OF POLYNESIAN:POP CULTURES’. 


